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To my Friends and Benefactors. 


| CnrIsTIAN BRETHREN, 


„ Y the Divine Providence, who diſ- 
poſes of all things wiſely and chari- 
G1 tably ; I have been embarras'd with 
N } the Difficulties and Hardſhips of an un- 
_— —— proſperous Condition, and have ſeen 
the uncomtortable W ings preparing, upon which 
my little Fortune was to mount and fly away, On 
the one fide the Sorrows and other Contingencies 
that accompany a weak and fickly Family; on 
the other an ungenerous Dealer, or more cruel 
Creditor, and both theſe attended with very con- 
ſiderable Loſſes ; which to me were Neceflities un- 
avoidable, and have as it were by violence torn 
from me the Fruit of my Labour, and the profits of 
Trade, the fource that muſt give to all theſe 
their ſupplies. And when this ſhall happen to be the 
caſe. of any Tradeſman, it will neceflarilygollow, 
that he muſt go backward, and his Poverty come 
upon him like an armed man. For the condition 
of moſt 'T radeſmen is dependent, and their depen- 
dencies are little elſe but the fickle and capricious 
Humours and Fancies of Men, which are as incon- 
ſtant as the Wind, and of no longer duration, than 
All the next blaſt that blows ſhall move the point 
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to another corner: So that let us form our Projects 
never ſo wiſely, and concert our Meaſures accord- 


ing to the greateſt reaſon, there are infinite croſs 


accidents that interfere, and daſh them all in pieces, 


This my own Experience hath known to be the 


Cauſe of many a Tradeſman's failing ; and tho' 
ſome may have brought themſelves into Misfor- 
tunes, either by Idleneſs, Extravagance, or a 
thoughtleſs Spirit; yet there e many who have 
taken a Prudential __ 7 have a with 
the greateſt Fruga Wai et have not been able 
to ſucceed in the Er ut have been reduced 


to low and very pityable Circumſtances. And what 
certain Reaſons can we affign for this? but that the 


ſupteme Governor of the World ſuffers it ſo to be. 


J am very ſenſible that God Almighty hath many 


excellent Ends to ſerve,” in his thus viſiting the 


Children of Men; and were it not for this, we 
ſhould loſe the happy Opportunity and the grate- 


ful Pleaſure we find in the Exerciſe of thoſe re- 
ciprocal Duties and Virtues, which, as rational Crea- 
tures, we are oblig'd to pay and exerciſe towards 


each other, according to what Rank ſo ever we 


are placed in, to which we may be pliable either 
to a fair Condeſcenſion, or a juſt Submiſſion. And 
here I cannot help commiſerating the unhappy 
Caſe of many of both Sexes, who in their Days 


of Proſperity ſeemed not to live without 'God in 


the World, profeſſing ſome Religion, by their 


due Attendance on it's Sacred Ordinances; but in 


the Days of Adverſity caſt it all off, and act as 


tho? they had ever been intire Strangers to it, aban- 


doning all Religion in general, giving themſelves 


up to a licentious courſe of Life, and making them- 
ſelves more abominable than the Brute that wal- 
lows in the Mire, Such a Life as this, obliges 


their 
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their Virtuous Friends (ho otherwiſe. perhaps 
wou'd help them) to ſtand aloof from them, and 
to ſhun. their Company. And that this may never 
be my caſe, nor the caſe of any Chriſtian, let 
beſeech God Almighty to lay no more upon us FT 
he will enable us to bear, that his Grace may be 
ſufficient for. us, and by the help of it we may 
be enabled to add 10 our Faith, Hirtue; and tv 
Virtue, Knawledge ; ; and to Knawledoe, Tempe- 
rance, &c. and with the Courage and Conduct of 
18 endeavour after the Prophet Habak- 
tuts Reſolution, Chap. iii. 179, That althd the 
n ſhall ceaſe to bloſſom, and the Vines produce 
10 Fruits; tho the Labour of the Husbandman ſball 
Fail, and the Fields ſpall yield no Meat; tho the Flocks 
Hall be cut off the Folds, and there ſpall be no Herd 
in the Kah Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 1 will 


jy in the God of my Salvation. I will commit my 


Way unto him, and put my Truſt in him, whoſe 
Power is able to bring all things to paſs. I own 
indeed that my Misfortunes have very ſenſibly 
touch'd me, and my Mind hath been very uneaſy 
(for I profeſs I am no Stoick under the thoughts 
of any Goad laſt, or 2 of any Evil preſent, 


or in expedtation) for 


Sadneſs, a Languor of the Mind ingrate, 
Daes ſtrong Impreſſions on the Brain create, 
Which deeper grow if on the Soul they dwell, 
By Ewils that we fear, than ty we feel. 


And this Paſion hath more or leſs had the 
Aſcendant over me, as my Exigencies were; and 
hope this Concern was not criminal, nor any 

eviation from right Reaſon ; ſince our Bleſſed Lord 
* Who took upon him all our natural Infiz- 
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mities, tho' none of our Sins, has been ſeen: to 
Weep, to be Sorrowful, to Pity, and to be An- 

It was ſome Alleviation of my Sorrows, ' to 
find the ſame Providence pleaſed to eaſe and make 
leſs the Breaches in my ſhatter'd Fortune; by your 
Religious Tenderneſs, whoſe Charities are diſtribut- 
ed with ſuch CEconomy, as to ſtrike the Receiver 
into an agreeable Amazement; which when it has 
water d and refreſh'd' the Neceſſities of your Re- 
lations, diffuſeth itſelf among the Houfhold of 
Faith, I account it a particular Kindneſs in you 
to lend your helping Hands to bind up my Griefs ; 
and I have nothing to return for this Favour done 
to me, but to do.as the poor infirm People in the 
Goſpel did, when our Bleſſed Saviour cured them, 


bx. to tell it to all the Country, and to make it 


full of the Report, as themſelves were of Joy and 
Health. And tho' I am reſtrain'd from doing this 
in the manner it deſerves, thro* the Modeſty of 
your Perſons, who had rather do Favours than own 
them ; yet give me leave to draw. afide the Cur- 
tain and Retirement of your Charities, chooſing 
rather that your Virtues ſhould bluſh, than my 
Unthankfulneſs make me aſhamed. This Readi- 


whe _ neſs in you to help the Diſtreſſed is a plain De- 
FED monſtration that you judge charitably of the Diſ- 
penſadtions of Providence, which does not willingly 


afflict nor grieve the Children of Men; but, like a 
tender Father to his Children, he corrects in or- 
der for their good, that he may make us dutiful 
and obedient.to his Commandments : While upon 


others he Giffuſeth his favours of Proſperity and 


Health, that they may become Inſtruments and 
Conduits of conveying Benefits and Comforts to 
his afflicted Servants, and hath promiſed to re- 


ward them accordingly, Tho' there be others who 
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no ſooner ſee the Fig - tree ceaſe to bear his Fruit, 
or the wiſe Governor of the World permit the 
deſtroying Angel to go forth, as be did in the 
caſe of Holy Fob ; but immediately they aſſign 
their Reaſons, and conclude the Man's Misfortunes 
to be a Mark of ſome Criminal Behaviour, rather 
than a Merciful Diſpenſation of that all-wife God 
who governs the World : Laying this down for 
their general rule, without any exception, that 
the Hand of the diligent maketh rich. And they 
are ſo far from commiſerating the Caſe of the 
poor Sufferer, that they begin to cenſure him, 
blame his Conduct, his Miſmanagement, and im- 
pute his Miſcarriage to be 1 owing to him- 
ſelf, judging of the good or Evil of an Action by 
the Event; and too often treat their diſtreſſed 


Perſons, who ſhou'd be objects of Pity, with Scorn 
and Contempt. And indeed it is too frequently ſeen, 


that Poverty no ſooner enters a man's Door, but 


| his more proſperous Friends hide their Heads from 


him, and deſert his Company, leaſt his more preſ- * 
ſing' Neceſſities ſhould call for ſome Favours from 
them, which they are unwilling to grant. I am 
very ſenſible that Poverty and Meanneſs of Condi- 
tion expoſes the Wiſeſt to Scorn ; it being natural for 
men to place their eſteem rather upon thin 


great than good. But quite otherwiſe hath Rell. 


gion and the Precepts of the Goſpel inſtructed its 
Profeſſors, when it fays Fudge not, that ye be not 
Judged ;- bear one anothers 'Burthens, comfort the 
Aflicreu, - relieve the © Neteſſitous, bind up the 
broken= hearted, and let the Oppreſſed go free. 


This is the Language of Scripture, and theſe are 


comfortable Reflections for an affſicted Perſon; eſpe- 
cially if he conſiders that the Son of God him- 
ſelf was a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
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Grief; and tho' he was an innocent Perſon, yet 
he met with no more Favour from the World 
than we who are moſt guilty: That he was made 
perfect thro” Suffering; that he is now at the right 
Hand of God, to ſuccour all thoſe who come unto 
him ; that he 1$ touched with our Sorrows and 
Infirmities, and is become our merciful High 
Prieſt ; that he knows our Wants, and judgeth right- 
ly of our Caſe; that he intercedes with his heayen- 
ly Father for us, and is ſenſible that the Way of 
Man is not in himſelf ; that it is not in Man that 
walketh, to direct his eps; that the Race is not to 
the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, nor Riches 
to Men of Underſtanding ; but that all our Coun- 
ſels and Actions depend upon his Pleafure ; and 
when we have deviſed the Way that we intend to 
go, he giveth it what Iſſue ſeemeth good unto 
himſelf. And thus the wiſe and learned Doctor 
Scott argues: That 7 God, being the ſu 
preme Orderer and Diſpoſerof all things, and having 
the firſt Link of every Chain of Cauſes in his own 
* muſt needs have an intire Comprehenſion 
of all the intermediate ones from the beginning 
to the end; and his Power being not only the 
Cauſe of all actual Events, but alſo of the Poſſibi 
lity of thoſe that ſhall never be actual, and diſ- 
cerns the utmoſt Iſſues and Concomitants of every 
poſſible, as well as of every future Event; and 
perfectly underſtands, not only what will be he- 
neficial or injurious to us, but alſo what 

be ſo; becauſe he knows as well before hand =_— 
things would be to us if they were, as what they 
are when they do actually exiſt, And therefore 
ſince our Being and Well-being are wholly depen- 
dent upon his Will, and we can neither be, nor 
be happy one moment longer than he pleaſes; it 


certain 7 
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certainly muſt be our Intereſt to bend our Wills 
to his, and to reſt perfectly ſatisfied in his Choice 

for us. Such Conſiderations as theſe have born up 
my dejected Spirits under all the Difficulties and 
pln I have hitherto! met with; and that 
the Mind might not be too deeply affected and born 
down with Grief, I have made the following Po- 
ems the Subje& of my Meditations, to fill up thoſe 
Hours that the want of Buſineſs made vacant; 
and to fortify and entertain. the Mind, when it 
hath been diſpoſed for Retirement; when my 
Wants have affected me, when the Day of Afflic- 
tion hath ſeem'd long and tedious, theſe have di- 
verted the Melancholick Thought, and changed 
them into Acts of Thankfulneſs and Devotion. 
The great Example who is the Subject of them, 
has been my Comforter and my Song in the 
Houſe of my Pilgrimage, and under theſe refreſh- 

ing Emanations I might with good Reaſon: put the 
Pfalmiſt's Queſtion to my ſelf: Why art thou'ſo 
heavy, O my Soul? and why art thou fo diſquiet- 
ed within me Still put thy truſt in God, for 1 
will yet praiſe him for the Help of bis Counts 
nance. 1 readily own that I am beholden to the 
Inſtructions of ſome Divines now Living, and 
to the Writings of others that are Deceas'd, 
and now with God, for the uſeful Notices I 
have of theſe Divine Leſſons; and in particular on 
Paradiſe, or the intermediate State, I have made „ 

the Memorable Biſhop Taylor my Guide and In- 

ſtructor, whoſe Opinion is well adapted to Serip- 
ture and Reaſon, concerning which (to uſe his 
own Words on the Subject) I ſhall not need to 
heap up Teſtimonies, this only; It is the Doc- 
trine of the Greet Church unto this Day, and 

was the Opinion of the greateſt part of the antient 
l Church, 
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Church, both Latin and Greek, and by degrees 
was in the Weſt eaten out by the Doctrine of Pur- 
gatory and Invocation. of Saints, and rejected a 
little above two hundred Vears in the Council of 
Florence; and ſince that it hath been generally 
taught, that the Souls of good Men enjoy the Be- 
atihc Viſion before the Reſurre&ion ; according 
to which new Opinion, it will be impoſſible to 
underſtand the Apoſtle, 1. Cor. xv. 19. F in 
this Lift only we have hope, we are of all Men moſt 
miſerable ; and diverſe other Places of _— 3 
or at all to perceive the Economy and Diſpenſa- 
tion of the Day of Judgment; or how it can be 
a Day of diſcerning; or how the Reapers, the An- 
gels, ſhall bind up the Wicked into Bundles, and 
throw them into the unquenchable Fire: Or yet 
how it can be uſeful, or neceflary, or prudent, for 
Cur1sT to give a ſolemn Sentence upon all the 
World; and how it can be, that that Day ſhould 
be ſo formidable and full of Terrors, when nothing 
can affright thoſe that have long enjoyed the Be- 
atific Preſence of God; and no Thunders or Earth 
quakes can affright them who have upon them 
the biggeſt Evil in the World, I mean the Dam- 
ned, who, according to this Opinion, have-been 

in Hell for many Ages; and it can mean nothing 
but to them that are alive; and then it is but a 
particular, not an univerſal Judgment; and after 
all it can pretend to no Piety, to no Scripture, to 
no Reaſon, and can only ſerve the Ends of the 
Church of Nome, who can no better be confuted 
in. their Invocation of Saints, than by this Truth, 
that the Saints do not yet enjoy the Beatific Viſion ; 
and tho? they are in a State of Eaſe and Comfort, 
yet are not in a State of Power and Glory, and 
Kingdom, till the Day of Judgment. This alſo 


0 perfectly 
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perfectly does overthrow the Doctrine of Purga- 
tory; for as the Saints departed are not perfect, 
and therefore certainly not to be invocated, nor 
to be made our Patrons and Advocates, ſo neither 
are they in ſuch a Condition as to be in Tor- 
ments. And it is impoffible that any wiſe Man 


thould believe, that the Souls of good Men after 


Death ſhould endure the ſharp Pains of Hell, and 


yet at the ſame time believe thoſe Words of Scrip- 
ture, Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the Lord, 
&c. Rev. xiii. 13. If they can reſt in Beds of 
Fire, and ſing Hymns of glory in the Torments 
of the Damned; if their Labours are done when 
Their Pains are almoſt infinite; then theſe Words 
of the Spirit of God, and that Doctrine of Purga- 
tory, can be reconciled; elſe, never to eternal 
Ages. Thus far the Doctor. | 
I have endeavour'd to make theſe Poems as uſeful 
as I could to Perſons of my own Capacity, fince I 
have entertained a thought of ſending them abroad 
into the World; and tho? there has been an incor- 
rect Piece (which I had privately given to a Friend) 
made publick and fold (contrary to -my know- 
ledge) under the Title of Divine Love, ſaid to be 
written by a young Lady of Fifteen: Yet I had 
hardly aſſurance enough to think that any thing 
of mine could meet with any Encouragement, 
till J was ſpurr'd up by ſome of you, who have 
endeavour'd to help forward its Publication, which 
comes forth in this manner, I have taken the 
liberty to addreſs it to you in a more particular 


manner, in regard to your good Inclinations to 


promote Piety and Virtue, and your known Zeal 
for the Eftabliſhed Church ; and tho? I have con- 
ceal'd your Names, yet the daily Favours you 
have heaped upon me and mine for ſome time, 

| f will 


— 


Will eaſily diſcovet who are the Perſons here meant, 


Opinion and Friendſhip; and as I am not us'd 
to write Dedicatioms, ſo I hope ew ie excuſe 
e en RO 
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which is made in Acknowledgement of your Fa- 
vours, and to deſire the continuance of your good 


bſcribe my 


— 
. 4 14 


Your Maſt obe d Fm 


Humble Kone, 


NATHANAEL Muds. 
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I could have wild it had been better dreft, 
Tig too too common to deſpiſe what's poor, 
Firft to condewn, then caſt it out of door, 
Forbear but this, and J ſhall ast no maxe. 
I own my want of judgment in the rhyme , . 
And may miſtake in numbers, feet, or time; 
May not have ſhewed true the poet's part, 
T* improve my ſubjett by the force of art ; 
Nor mounted up in thought, I knew not whither, 
Nor put high words and fimiles together ; 
Whoſe darker meanings not well underſtood, 
Or if they be, contain as little good ; 
Yet if I have but hit my equal's taſte, 
That they may find ſome health bful feeet . 

I have my aim, and all I could expect, 
So leave the learned, others to direct; 
Let greater wits, aſcend Parnaſſus's 2 
Aud 4 her airy fruit their * fill, 


We 125 
| ail Neither 40 0 nor treat it with con- 


apt; 
My ſabject's ſacred, tho ſo mean ex- 


[preſty 


; 


Let 
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Tet em conſult their Gods, if Gods they are, 
And then in lofty fuelling words declare 
4 aught they found but meer chimera's there. 

et em rehearſe in words as ſmooth as ail, 
How barren's this, or fertile. ſuch a ſoil; 
Tell you how pleaſantly the Thames does glide, 
How well tis _ on London's fide ; 
How beautiful is ſuch, or ſuch a ſeat ; | 
How finely water d, gardens moſt compleat, 8 
1s furniture as gay, both rich and neat: 


. Let em relate of battles won and loft, 


Hero many rivers Alexander crofs'd ; 
Tell you a melancholy ; | 
, Cato's greater ſoul, how bft his glory; 
Of princes that their ſubjefts have diſuum d, 
How murther d ſome, and others have dethyon'd ; 
Of fateſmen that have pillaged the ſlate, 
And after met with their deſerved fate; 
Qf rural lovers, that have made complaints 
nv Strephon for his lovely Celia faints ; 
Faw others mourn in ſilent woods and groves, 
And by the ſefteſt breeze convey their loves; 
Of greater perſonages that have had 
Such diſappointments, that have made em mad: 
This may amuſe, this may your humour hit, 
May pleaſe the fancy, give a whet to wit, 5 
But what are ye the better? not one bit. 
F loves the topick, I am fure of this, 
455 lover not = doit the pre ; 
But rather worſe, for often there they find 
Freſh fuel to enflame, torment the mind; 
A thouſand whims and fancies they create 


* 


To make a, lover graw more deſperate ; 


And fo it is in other caſes tw, | 
They may divert, but edſe a very few. 


Therefare 
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Therefore if we a remedy wou'd find, 
A cure infallible to eaſe the minds 
Apply to God, to Feſus, who can cure 
The worſt of maladies our fouls endure 3 


O come with me, his mighty triumphs chooſe, 1 


* 


His conqueſt praiſe, his ſufferings peruſe, 
And make their merit topicks of your muſe. 
In them to eaſe the mmate of the breaſt, 
Give it peace here, hereafter joy and reſt. 
Faith in his word, will give us ſtrength to bear 
= diſappeintments that we meet with here, 1 
ll eaſe our grief, and baniſh all deſpatr. 
*Twill give a turn to a diſtemper d mind, 
From that we've hopes ſome future good to find. 
Sing then, my muſe, of this e good, 
Which Teſus purchas d, 2 with" his blood ; 
Tell it abroad, what wonders be has done, 
Who by himſelf the mighty conqueſt won ; 
Who to the world his ſaving health diſplay d, 
And to the willing all his powers convey d; | 
Add to all this the happineſs prepar d 
For thoſe who to his goſpel have regard; 
And let the muſe in pious ſearch relate 
What's hinted of an intermed ate ftate. 
Tell 4 thoſe bright and happy manſ ons where 
Inhabit fouls that holy, bleſſed are; 
How they the interval of time y 
*Twixt day of death, and that of 1 and joy 5; 
In melancholy ſounds rehearſe and te = 
Their ſorrows, that in darker reg ans dwell ; 
Tell us what griefs or pangs the wretched fear, 
Or ere the 75 and dreadful day appear; 
bo, like to Dives, with wonder and ſurpriſes. 
Behold a Lazarus in Paradiſe, | 
That place of reſt, ſynonymous ta heavy n,. 
While they re deſpairing of ſuch comforts giv'n - 
wo 2X} A place 


* 
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A place of eaſe and joy, and free from pain, 
While 2 ho can no 2 — . ; 
No Limbus Patrum, > fooliſh idle flory, 

The way to heav'n's not through Purgatory ; 
Nor do the good and bad together dwell, 

Nor are the good in Heau'n, bad in Hell; 
But as the ſoul and body ſeparates, 

So good and bad men have their diff rent ſlates ; 
The one's in peace, from future dangers free, 
The others languiſb in anxiety. wr 

Dat things are ſo, our Lord did intimate 
In parable, their ſtory thus relate: 

A certain rich man was, tho now no more, 


Who when he was, had riches, wealth in ſtore; 
In fineſt linen, ſofteſt vglvet dreſt, _ } 


3 SG 


His food delicious, and his wine the beſt, 
And what was more, was ev'ry day careſt ; 
His words were oracles, his wit polite, 
And he eftcem'd a mighty favourite; 
His flate majeſtic, and his mein ador'd, © 2 
And like a demi-god, was calld my Lord. 
A certain beggar was both humble, poor, 
Whoſe wants had brought him to this rich man's door, 
His body full of ſores, his poorer mien, | 
In ſome compaſſion rais'd, in him the ſpleen ; 
The object ſtimulating him to hate, | 

Commands his movement from, to clear his gate ; 

Withaut relief the beggar goes his way, 

And finds in death his comfortable day ; 
* The poor man dies, but ſcarcely is entomb'd, 

His fun ral rites are hard to be perform'd ; 

His want of what will pay the pariſh dues, 

His length and breadth of earth his ſcers refuſe : 

The rich man dies, but ftately is interr d, 

And on his tomb s fine characters conferr'd ; 


That 
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That he once was, poſterity acquaints. 
But ah ! in Dives hear his ſad complaint. 
In-deepeft ſorrow, wonder, and 718 
He ſees poor Lazarus in Paradiſe 
The ſcene is chang d, he ee is u mores. 
The rich man tod's become excetding poor; 
A arop of water wants to cool his tongue, 
This is the accent of his mournful ſong ; 
My father Abraham, thts favour grant, 
Send Lazarus, who knows whdat tis to want, 
That he may bring from his more cooling ſtream. 
One drop of water that may quench my flame: 
Y indeed what tongue cannot relate. 

fon ! ſays Abraham, tis now teo late; 
The gulph is fi d, he can't from hence return, 
He is in peace, the you are left to mourn. 


FAREWEL.. 


INVOCATION 
Introductory to the following 
POEM. 


a JN tient of days, with whom all time is 
[now, 
| Before whoſe throne myriads of ſpi- 
[rits bow; 
By whoſe almighty word created 
And by whoſe power ſtil] preſerved are; [were, 
To whom all nature their obedience owes, 
Becauſe on her thy mercy daily flows: 
Aſſiſt my mule, direct my ſolemn verſe, 
Whilſt I thy goodneſs to mankind rehearſe, 
O touch my lips with thy celeſt'al fire, 
My muſing ſoul, with cogent thoughts inſpire, 
That nothing may proceed, go forth my mouth, 
But what ſhall be agreeable to truth. 
Let no imagination reach my thought, 
But what is by thy purer ſpirit wrought ; 
That by it's help my ruſtick notes may tell, 
How David's Lord the ſon of David fell, 
How then he W Sin, Death, Graye and 
| a Hell. 
O 
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An INVOCATION. 

O power ſupream! forgive my daring muſe, 
That I preſume ſo great a theme to chooſe; 
How ſhall my tongue, unlearn d, attempt to tell 
Thy pow'r or praiſe, who doſt all praiſe exe 
Or ſpeak of thee, who art unſpeakable ?. | 
Alas! what ſcribe, tho' ready in his art, 

Can pen thy ſorrows only but in part? 

What rhetorick is able to-diſplay, | 

Or ſet thy griefs together in array? 

What ſimile ſhall repreſent that ſcene; 

Or draw the curtain that is drawn between, 
Thy do! rous paſſion, and poor finite skill, 
To judge it's greatneſs, *cept man's crime can tell 
We think of time, not by the days or years, 
But by our pleaſures, or their adverſe cares 
If they're ſucceſsful, ſoon alas! they re gone, 
While ſorrow ſays they move too flowly on. 
But what idea can we form of this? 

What image of it on the mind impreſs 7 
Sufficient to declare, its greatneſs tell, 

Or why its merit pleas'd th' Almighty well? 

O number not my fins, for great they are, 
Their numbers, Lord, fuffic'ently declare, 
That nothing leſs than what was infinite; 

Cou'd blot them out, their puniſhment reſpite ; 
Content, my muſe, with what the Scriptures ſay, 
What they diſcover we can but diſplay ; 

Give your aſſent, nor enter in diſpute, - 

How juſtice could with mercy thus commute ; 
Or how Almighty God could condeſcend 

So many days on earth in fleſh'to ſpend ; 

Or how omnipotence, who dwells in light, © . 
Should taſte of Death, and feel ſo dark a night. 
O love miraculous! thy wonders wrought, 


Do far ſurmount the reach of human thought. 


An INvocaTtoNn. 


Alas ! how little do we mortals know 

Of what in thee does infinitely flow |. 
To finite reaſon theſe are myſteries, 
She cannot take it, or the thought gomprile, | 
But obvious to thee, thou God all-wiſe, 

O grant me this, this only I deſire, 

That what I can't expreſs t' adore, admire, 
Deign, [/*ePs God, to ſhew thy pow'r to me, 4 
O let it in my true converſ'on. be, | 
So I thy goodneſs may, thy back-parts ſee. 

Man that's embody'd in terreſtr'al mould, 

T he glory of thy face cannot behold : 
So dazzling bright's the footſtool of thy grace, 
That even there the angels hide their face; 

But unto men thy love has been convey'd 
At ſundry times, in divers ways diſplay'd ;; 

By prophets in the days or times of old, 

And by thy Son, whoſe coming they foretold'; 
By him thou didſt thy juſtice reconcile, 

Thro' him again on fallen man didſt ſmile ; 
Thro' him to give men thy afliſtance ſtill, 

T' incline his active, tho* depraved will, 

To do that good which thou doſt well approve, 
Which men and Angels muſt obey and love. 

In former days, when love did condeſend 

To ſpeak to man, his glory did deſcend 

To Sinai's top, in thunder, fire and ſmoak, 
And thro' a cloud the God of Jacob ſpoke; 
That 12s ſons might with obedient ears, 
Hearken to what God ſolemnly declares. 

At whoſe dread preſence Sinai's mountain ſhak'd,, 
And at his trumpet's ſound his Ir el quak d; 
To all the people he did there proclaim 

His moſt adorable, tremend'ous name; 

By's voice to them this mighty truth repeat, 
That he was God, God merciful and greats 1 


- 


An InvocaATIoON. 


Willing, to pardon ſinners, to forgive, 
If in his fear and love they'd ſtrive to live; 
But they that ſhould his ſacred judgments dare, 
And by his holy name profanely ſwear, 
He will by no means ſuch audacious 1 

a clear. 
By no means, Lord? how wretched then is man [ 


As thou his words, his ev'ry thought canſt ſcan ;- 


If thou ſhould'ſt with him rigorouſly deal, 

O what would all his filthy rags avail ! 

Where ſhou'd man fly in ſuch a great diſtreſs, 

When all his ſins appear as. numberleſs ? 

Where but to mercy, that has yet no bounds, 

But ready is to heal a finner's wounds; 2774 

Where but to him, who for ſuch ſinners pleads, 

For their acceptance daily intercedes. 

In ev'ry curſe, a promiſe is imply'd, 

Or is ſuppoſed, cannot be den d 3 

The ſoul that ſins, aſſuredly ſhall die, 

And yet this curſe a promiſe does imply; 

Unleſs ſincere repentance intervene, | 

What can reverſe the ſentence, change the ſcene? 
O then let us, while we on earth remain, 

Collate how we repent, how fin again; 

Let us reflect wherein we act amiſs, 

Take heed we never wilfully tranſgreſs, 

But if we ſhould, repent, our faults confeſs, 


That Jesvs may become the Lord our right ouſ. 


| . neſs, 
Mind not the Atheiſt, tho' he makes. his deln 
Gainſt God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Diſowning any perſonality, , Te 
Or ſuch a being as a God to. be, ; | 
But againſt all declaims ; O infidelity ! 

'To prove the being of a God, we need. 

No more than nature's vaſt perfect'ons read; 


View 


An INVOCATION. 


View but a while that unfrequented place, 
Her deſolat'ons wild, and waſteful face; 
See the reverſe of this i in A/bion's Ile, 
Heſperia's gardens, and rich Belgia's ſoil ;- - 
Yet here the marks of pow'r and wiſe defign, | 
Clearly confeſs the architect divine; 
waa deſerts, hills, and rocks abrupt, advance 
The beauty of the whole; is this from chance? 
T were endleſs here by inſtances to prove 
From earth beneath, or from th' heavens above, 
How many things there are cannot be brought 
* Within the compaſs of the narrow thought ; 
* 'The mind has yet percept'ons juſt and clear, 
The pow'rof knowing things within its ſphere; 
And has to truth propenſ*ons very ſtrong, 
Here let us fee, what does to truth belong; 

© Truth in the firſt place is employ'd to ſee 
How our percept'ons differ, or 
When this is done, truth bids us next take care 
© To ſet them down in words juſt as they are. 
© But there is moral truth, which ever binds 
© To ſpeak things from perfuaſion of our minds; 
When things are as we think, and as expreſs'd, 
Fer metaphiſic truth this is confels'd. 1 
But here I think's the proper place to — 
That things exiſt, how tis we come to know 
y intuition then tis eaſy ſhown 
© We have at firſt the knowledge of our own, 
Th' exiſtence of a God by demonſtrat'on, 
And of all other things, by our ſenſation. 
Our own exiſtence we perceive fo plain, 
No further proof it needs, nor can obtain; [ 
I think, I reaſon, pleaſure feel, or pain. 
Can any one of theſe more certain be, 

6 or all, than my exiſtence bs to me? 


b It 


| An INvOCATION. 
c Tf other things I doubt, that doubt will give 


© Me pow'r my own. exiſtence to perceive; 

And God's exiſtence muſt be ſoon confeſs'd 

«* By that great Witneſs lodg'd in ev'ry breaſt. 

< He, who did ſenſe, perception, reaſon grant, 
Will ſuffer us no proof of him to want, 

As long as we our ſelves ſhall with us. go, 

So long the Being of a God we know ; 

Without conſidering from whence I came, 

© I know that I exiſt, and ſomething -am ; - 

I'm ſure (my knowledge further to decuſe) 

Nothing no Real Being can produce; 

If therefore we ſome real being know 

* By demonſtrat 'on evident we ſhoẽw. 

© That, from Eternity has ſomething been, 

Since, what is not eternal muſt begin; 

* And what beginning has, I know muſt be 

* Produc'd by ſomething elſe; from whence I ſee, 

* What being from another has, muſt find _ 

All that to being any way is join c. 

Then this eternal fource of being, ſure 

* Muſt be the ſource, and origin of pow'r. 

Our reaſon tells. us, (terms of art afide,  * 

© For here untutor'd reaſon beſt will guide) 

That from eternity has ſomething, been, 

All powerfull, all knowing, (whence are ſeen) 

'* The other attributes of God, from whence 1 

To ſhow: that from begining, to the end, 

All knowing beings muſt on him depend, 
And all their pow'rs to act, or skill to know, 
To him their great creator all muſt owe ; . 
© Creatures of ſenſe, have organs form'd ſo fine, 
© As prove a power perfectly divine; 

HBeings inanimate: their ſource imply, 

| . * Anditho? but low, ſhew powers from on high 

| + Whilſt 
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Nor mind the Deiſt, who in obſcure cant 


That vice moſt certainly will puniſh'd be, 


But as the moſt polite, our wits now ſay, 


An IN VvocAr To. 


* Whilſt we by force of reaſon but. confeſs, 
Who made the greater, muſt have made the leſs, 


Denies that man could any Saviour want, 

Or if he might, God could have form'd with eaſe, 
Something of nature, that might him appeaſe; 
Without deſcending from his ſeat on high, 
Without his Son, himſelf might pacify. 

He tells us, God in Heaven reigns alone, 

And readily his providence doth own ; 
Acknowledges he rules this univerſe, 

And all the ſteps of crafty men traverſe : 

To virtue too he pays a due regard 


* * 


And owns *twill meet hereafter with reward ; 


And that the ſoul hath immortality. 

But for a Saviour to make atone, | 

He ſees no need, as God exiſts alone, 
(He can't admit an equal on his throne). 

Nor what neceſſity the Word reveal'd, - 

Since God to nature had not God conceal'd. 
That inmate _conſc'ence lodg'd in ev'ry breaſt, 
As man's dictator, ſtands by all confeſt ; 

*T is moſt minute to tell us what's amiſs, | 
And loudly clamours when we do tranſgreſs, 

He heeds no learned, or religious tools, 

Who preach up for divine revealed rules ; 


He cannot come to thinking in their way. 
But know, you reaſners, reaſon is too weak 
To bear up nature in a great attack; 
The intellectuals are much impair d, 
And are become an inſufficient guard; 
Her enemies too powerful are grown, 
And nature fafely cannot ſtand alone; _ 
thr Wt | N Depraved 


d Create a- new, a- new give pow'r to live. 


; An; In v.o0CATION. 


Depraved reaſon! does aſſiſtance, want. 
This God foreſaw, did help in IE SUS grant; 

In this the wiſe, the learned, and the great 
Agree, that nothing leſs could expiate 

The ſins of Men, or wrath provok d appeaſe, 
But only one, that never could diſpleaſe; 

One, who from all eternity did rein; 

One ſpotleſs, holy, pure, without a ſtain; 8 
God in the nature, qualities of man; 

One who could expiate, and ſo forgive, 


Return, my muſe, from this digreſſion made, 

Uſe all thy force of rhet'rick to perſuade 

The giddy world to heed what Iſr'el's God 
ii bath faid, one ie it e en 
Hath he once ſpoke it? Shall it not be done t; 
Say, O ye heavens, rather ſpeak, O Son 
Thou, who in heaven for us doſt appear, 
Wilt thou a wilful daring ſinner clear? 
las ! an. anſwer ſoon to this is made, | 
If we but look upon his ranſom paid 
If we would take an intuitive view | 
Of what that Son by ſad experience knew, 
We ſoon ſhould fee, how vile a thing is fin, 
How fooliſh they, who take delight therein ; 
Yet o'er the penitent his bowels yearns 
Tho' to the daring in his fury burns, 
Come, come with me, with mea while retire, 
Let duty, love, and zeal, the thought inſpire, 
Whilſt we a modeſt, uſeful view do take, 
What Jesvs did, what ſuffer'd for man's ſake : | 
Let us behold him in the wilderneſs, 1 
Where evil ſpirits him fatigue and preſs ; 
View his encounter with our greateſt fce, 
That we the way to "oY may know ; 
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S e him at Cedron, at Mount Olivet, -- 
In Gethſemane look on his bloody ſweat; 
Thende to Mount Calvary lift up your eyes, 
And there behold him as a ſacrifice. 

But then reflect, for what was all thisdone? 
Why as a facrifice was made the Son??? 
Why did he bear ſuch ſorrows as be dd | 
What the great end for which his blood was ſhed) 1 
Was it that men might revel in their fin, 4 
That they might ſport in it, delight therein ? 
Or, was it to releaſe him from their pow'r, 
That I e$vs felt fo dark, - fo-black an hour? 
T was ſure for this that he was ſo diſtreſs d, 

To make men happy here, in heaven bleſ'd ; ; 

*T was ſure for this, from "which we learn to ak 
This juſt concluſion, ſin we muſt forſake. 

'T his — is to know him crucify*d, 

'To make him both a pattern and a guide. 

Then ſhall we ne&er embrace that fatal knife: g 


That flew the Lord, but with it be at ſtrife, 
So will our way to conqueſt prove our way to life. 
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Hen Join the Baptift had prepar'd the w: 
IW The Sen of righteouſnels did then diſplay” 
is beams of light on this our Hemiſphere, © 
\nd ſoon diſpell'd the fiends that revell'd here: 

; he prince of darkneſs too, he did repel, 


E . 
ind ſent him to his darker region, Hell, 
C 2 
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© Confiderations on the 7 emptations of the 
boly Jxsus in the Milderneſ. 
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2 The Great Erample: Or, 


No more on earth imperious to reign, 

But like a vaſſal doom'd to hug his chain. 
When here to miniſter the Lord began, 
He ſoon diſpers'd the ignorance of man. 

His light around the darken'd world did ſhine, 
And then convinc'd men that it was divine : 
When thirty years in private life expir'd, 
He undertook what God and man defir'd, 
To teach to others, and himſelf fulfill, 
The law of right'ouſneſs, the Father's will 
In which is life, in which is well expreſt 


T hat great good will to man, by God confeſt : 


Who ſent his ſpirit formed like a dove, 

The petter ch txpreſs'a father's lohe, 

Which lighting on his head, upon it ſat, 

And him, as prieſt of prieſts t' inaugurate. 

No ſooner was the great inſtalment o' re, 

But light upon him did its fulneſs pour: 

No ſooner had the voice pronounc'd him Son, 

Nor ſooner he'd his Boy work begun 

Bud Satan thought it his concerriment too, 

I“ obſtruct at leaſt, if not his work undo. 

*T was now he had permit to try his pow'r; 

*T was now his happy | 

In which he might his ſubtil arts diſplay, 
And now he hop'd for an auſpicious day. 


T learn Cas hence, that thus it 'is with. all, 


Whom God ſhall by his grace and ſpirit call; 


To ſeparate themſelves from ev*ry fin, 
That ſecular affairs involve men in. 
The ſon of Sirach's admonition here, 


4 


, wiſh'd for, lucky hour, 


De Way to Conqueſt 3 
For evil ſpirits, vex'd, with God's deſign, \ 
With one united force, do all combine, ; [ 
Becauſe they ſee their kingdom muſt decline, 
One tries his force, our peace for to invade, 
A ſecond ſooths, to artfully perſuade ; 1 
A third ſhall whiſper to us this, or that, 
Religion is, alas ! we know not what; 
Its dangers many, and its pleaſures leſs, 
Its votaries attended with diſtreſs. | 
* Cauſe here our virtues, tho? when beſt we act, 
Are by aſſailant vices oft attackt, 
Which do ſometimes our purer thoughts annoy, 
When we in holy things ourſelves employ. 
Tis true, that does ſometimes think it fit, 
To try us in temptation's blackeſt night; 
With ſickneſs, loſſes, want of trade and friends, 
Or ſuch like trials that our life attends. 
Theſe are the iſſues of his providence, f 
And call on us to uſe our diligence, © + | 
Our utmoſt ſtrength and powers of defence, 
Our patience too, the holy inſtrument, | 
Or title to that promiſe of content. 
This faith for to attain and exerciſe, 
Is, when attain'd, a valuable prize. 


u. 


by 


j 


When Satan had permit to tempt the Son, 
His malice ſoon the grand attack-begun ; | | 
The pleaſing proſpect at a diſtant views, 
Swift as the lightning he his way purſues ; 
Like fire pent, when once it takes the wind, 
Its flames abroad, and will not be confin d. 
So Satan once determin'd on the fact, / 
Had now no power to ſuſpend his act. 23 
CANS 3 92 v3. Tf 


4 The” Great Example : Or, 


If thus it was we eaſily may know, 
To whom our days of happineſs we owe; 
That we enjoy a tolerable peace, | 
And from his malice have ſo much releaſe. 
(No ſerpent on my ſweeet repoſe intrude, 
Or ſofter tempter, an imperious ey.) 
Tis thro? the love and mercy of our God, 


T hro' IEsus, who this rugged path has trod; 


Thro' him, that did the conflict here begin, 
Who only durſt have try'd the ſtrength of ſin. 
In his own breaſt the field of battle plac'd, * 


And there the Devil's mighty powers fac'd ; 


Embodied with weakneſs, fleſh and. blood, 
He felt their ſtrengths, man's weakneſs underſtood : 
He ſaw the malice of our enemies, 

To whom we owe our infelicities; 

He both their ſtrength and hated malice try'd ; 
He vanquiſh'd both, and all their pow'r defy'd. 
By his experience of humanity, 

He's ſenſible how great our dangers be 

And is become our merciful high wrieſt, 

To ſuccour us, that we may ſtand the teſt. 

In his compaſſion to us, Satan chain'd, 

And his exulting powers too reſtrain'd,, 

As with a word he calm'd the raging ſeas,. 
And gave her noiſy waves their boundaries ; 

So in the prouder noſtrils of man's foes, 

His hoek he put, he by permiſſion goes. 

Tho ſtill the reliques of maternal crimes, 

In us inherent be, to's intereſt chimes: 

Yet by the helps of ſupernat' ral grace, 

We may in time his intereſt deface. 

Tho! ſtorms may riſe, our enemies invade, 
And on our peace ſometimes an inroad's made: 
Yet God, that doth permit this ſtorm to riſe, 
Can ſtill the tempeſt with his kind ſupplies. 8 


A 


De Way is Cum . 


Tho” ſome there be ſo happy, not to meet 
To any crime a violent onſet ; 

Whoſe battles chiefly are, for to remove 
What moſt retards their virtues to improve: 
Their rights to that are not in queſtion here, 
*Cauſe fin and Satan now defenſive are. 
What duty do we owe for this to God, 
How loudly we his goodneſs ſhould applaud ? 
Who-ruleth thus by his almighty power, 
And on his creatures thus does mercy ſhow'r. 
To his great name let us freſh altars raiſe, 
With due reſpect return him grateful praiſe,, 
For his ſupports, which in abundance flows,, 
To help againſt our moſt inſulting foes. 


HII. 

But as the ſpirit's chief deſign was here, 
'T* expoſe the Lord to Satan's wiles and ſnare; 
He arms himſelf (in ſolitude retires 
The better to expreſs intenſe deſires) 
With faſting, baptiſm, th* holy fpirit, 
Againſt this day of battle, day of merit. 
In this retirement full forty days 
And forty nights alternately he ſtays, 
Without the interruption of a meal, 
That he with God the better might prevail. 
He repreſents unto his father's throne 
The needs of man, which here he makes his own, 
With ſuch affecting inſtances of love, 
As beſt might melt, the great compaſſion move. 
His converſe here, in this great interval, 
Seem'd to reſemble the angelical ; 
His faſt he us'd not as an inſtrument 
To mortify, or help him to repent. 


No 


| 6 The Great Example: Or, 


No ſuch he needed, nor contracted ſtain, 
T' imagine ſo, wou'd be a thought profane, 
He was indeed impeccability ; 

In him did dwell the Godhead bodily, 

* His iraſcible faculties within, 

Were all intire oppoſites to ſin. 

His faſt, or greater abſtinence from meat, 
Might be his faculties to defecate ; 

Refine, and make em more intenſe at pray'r, 
Or what could elſe be well intended here: 
He'd neither ſpot, or wrinkle of an ill, 

But did the law of rightou'neſs fulfill. 


Let us who fin, and yet have been baptiz'd, 
Think it concerns us here to be advis'd, 
To imitate his acts, at leaſt fo far 
As prudence ſays they imitable are : 
In great temptat'ons we ſhould faſt and pray, 
That we may our unruly paſſions ſway ; 
Our actual pray'rs will be more intenſe, 
If we to nature uſe ſome violence; 
If we the armour of our Lord put on, 
We ſurely may overcome the evil one. 


- * His courage, gentleneſs, ſufferante, contentedneſs 
and meekneſs ; whoſe oppoſites are, fear, fiercene!s, 
impatience, envy, malice and revenge. 
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III. 


| 

| Now comes the tempter forth 5 in eee 

| And his ſmooth tongue ger! force of rbet' rick 

(tries. 

With cunning words he bea, What nature 
1 wants 

On her ſupplies as artfully deſcants, 8:4 

With ſpeeches fair our Lord he thus addrefwd, 

With ſeeming wonder thus himſelf expreſs d. 

Why in this ſolitude, this wild abode, 

Doſt thou continue, and the Son of God? 

Of all things deititute, as well I know, | 

With hunger pinch'd, weak nature's greateſt foe ? 

Some heretofore have trod this wilderneſs, | 

Yet they have been ſupplied in diſtreſs. 

The race of [Fae had famiſh'd here, 

Had not the heavens rained manna there; 

And Thebes native, wand'ring here, was fed 

By ravens, that as timely brought him bread. 

Of thee theſe forty days none hath regard, 

But all thy friends their needful helps retard. 

Then hunger not, but as the Son of God, 

Command ſupplies from his more bleſt abode; 

Without his hand of providence be fed, 

And make theſe ſtones become refreſhing bread. 

Thy ſelf relieve, wait not for his ſupply, 

So wilt thou manifeſt divinity. _ 

To whom thus meek our bleſſed Lord reply d. 

Does God for man no other bread provide ? 

Does he not alſo live by's ſacred trutnn, 

That breath immortal coming from his mouth ? 


Ot 
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Of nature's bread I ſoon can eat m N 
And afterwards remain a hungry ſtill, 


My hunger is, to do my father's will. 


I learn from this, whene're diſtreſs is laid, 
Submiſſion unto God muſt then be paid. 
In him to put my truſt, on him depend, | 7 
His manner entertain, his time attend, | 
How, where, and when, he ſhall his ſaccours ſend, 
His providential care will ſuch relieve, 
 Whodo his meaſure thankfully receive. 
Who do to him lift up their modeſt eyes, 
And bleſs and thank bi him fot his kind ſupplies 3. 
Contentedly ſit doun and him adore, 
*T ill he is pleaſed to increaſe their ſtore. 

God certainly will give us needful bread, 
And having that, with faith, we well have ſped. 
'T he words which flow from his moſt ſacred mouth, 
Are bread indeed, are promiſes of -ttuth, 
And tho” our caſe deplorable is grown, 

That we have not proviſion of our owns 

Vet he can feed us from His granaries,. 

That he commands forall his poors fupplies.; » 

And prifons everlaſting: he provides | 

For thoſe that from his poor this portion hides't 
Yet ſhould it be with-held, a time remoy'd, 

He can inake leſs the appetite we lov'd : * 
Either he'll leſſen the neceflity, - 

Or give in ſomething an equality. 

He'll turn the mind, and fo create a grace, 

That gives our hardſhips clear another face. 

The diſcipline of ſtern affliction's hand. 
Forms virt'ous minds, gives power to command 
The paſſions of the ſoul, that they * N 
Agreeable to him that made her free; 

Either to chooſe, or otherwiſe refuſe, 

What would her noble faculties abuſe, Mid'ſt 


-- 
7 \ 
bo 


be Way to Congueft.” © 
Mid'ſ flames intenſe men'caft their glitt ring oar, 
And from the droſs refine the golden ſtore; 
Then on the anvil, with the pond'rous ſledge, 
Repeat their blows to ſhape the precious wedge. 
Artiſts who form a gem with skill and ſweat © - 
For ſome great monarch's crown, their cuts repeat, 
And never ceaſe their labour till they: clear 

he cruſt, and make the radiant form appear; 
Then does the glitt' ring ſtone its light diſplay, } 


Confeſs its parent ſun, and with its ray 

Dazzle ſpectators, and enforce the day. 

The ſculptsr, who with human limbs and face * 
Endows the marble, to adorn the caſe 

Of ſome high dome or palace, with a piece 

T hat rivals thoſe of antient Rome and Greece, 
Strikes with his chizzel, and his blow purſues, 

Till he the finiſh'd work with pleaſure views. 

Thus with this rod, the pow'r ſupreme corrects 
The pious man who's ſafety he reſpects; 
That he may humble and indulgent grow, 
Patient in ſuff ring, and reſign'd in woe; 

Then that which ſeemed hard to us before, 

When duty calls is eaſy to be bore. FE 4 

Am I diftreſs'd ?: then inſtantly muſt I, 

With Arguments like theſe, myſelf ſupply : 

The Lord hath given, and he takes away; 
His providence directs, and bears the ſway; ' © 
He ſits as king on his imper'al throne, F 
And yet permits that things ſhall thus be done: 
He ſuffers them, and he will them redreſs,  - 
When they've produc'd the fruit of right'ouſneſs; 
His promiſe is my in ward man's ſupport, 

On them rely, to him for help reſort: 

Is poverty the trial I muſt bear ? | 67 | 
Is ſickneſs or the want of health my ſhare? 7 
- | 12 + Or fl 
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Or is it loſs of children? loſs in trade? 


Are theſe, or things like theſe, temptations made? 


Receive them all, reſign your will to heav'n, 
Nor doubt for good he has theſe trials giv'n. 
Be humble under them, ſubmit your will 
To God's, be diligent in bufineſs ſtill, 


And he'll ſupport you both with ſtrength and 


; | is bas e fel, 
To bear with patience this ingrate hour, 
But leave the iflue to his ruling pow'r, 
Who only can a remedy procure 
That ſhall alleviate thy great preſſure. 


IV. 


Tho? Satan's always prompting us to change 
Theſe ſtones to bread, he repreſents it ſtrange, 
That providence ſo hard with us ſhould deal, 

As ſcarce to give a comfortable meal? 
While 1e to others plentiful beſtows, | | 
They ſee no want, nor what is hardſhip knows; 
Their neſt is feather'd, and its feathers gold, 
When others ſcarcely have to keep out cold. 

He knows our nature don't for hardſhips care, 
*T 'is reſtleſs under ſuch aſcetick fare. 

He repreſents to us, our caſe is hard, 

For ſuch—and ſuch have much the better far'd ; 
Knbwing that trials of this nature bring 
A man of thought to better reaſoning. 
He can't endure auſterity to ſee, 

But rather tempts us ſor to gratify 
This carnal appetite, nor that deny. 
To gain this point is all that he deſires, 
No fairer field for battle he requires; 
For if we do our appetites abuſe, 

© what temptation can we then refuſe ? 
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Let you and I for what we want for, go 


»t% 


To God, whole mercies plentifully flow : - 
He is to all a tender father, kind, 

As we his poor depending creatures find ; 

Who can, and will, when he ſhall ſee it good, 
Change this hard fare to comfortable food ;. - 

He'll give us favours of another king. 
That ſhall refreſh and entertain the ming 
With nobler apprehenſions of our Gd. 
Who ne'er delights in his afflicting rod, 

But ſoon will make theſe ſtones refreſhing bread, 
And give us comforts in the tears we ſhed. - _ 
Tho? now they ſeem unpleaſant, hard and dry, 
And look not like a father's kind ſupply, 

Yet, by the operation of his grace, 

They ſhall become the inſtruments of peace, 


| V. 
3 | | | 

4 Satan perplex'd, now ponders in his mind 

What ftratagem to form, what project find, 
That might deceive. His penetrating eye 

Could now in IEsUs great perfections ſpie. 

He view'd his perſon, ſaw it was divine, 

And ſomething more than merely man did ſhine 3 

Some eminence in him, whoſe nobler parts 

Cou'd not be moved by ſuch ſervile arts; 

He therefore now attempts to higher climb, 

And thinks of things-more lofty, thoughts ſublime, 

Yet moſt ridiculous; as well as vain, . 

A thought indeed that prov'd the tempter's bane, 

The Son of God, in order to compleat 

His conqueſt, n&er attempted a retreat, vl 

„ n e But 


— 
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But tamely ſtood, the event of this great hour, 
In which the tempter was to try his pow'r ; 
Submits himſelf unto the will of heav'n, 
Who. to his foe ſuch mighty ſtrength had 8 n: 
Caught up by him, was inſtantly conv 
Thro' liquid air, nor aught his progreſs Vai 
Over the wilderneſs, and o'er the plain 
He ſoars aloft, aloft he ſoars amain, 
Till under them Jeruſalem appear'd, 
The holy city high her tow'rs rear'd ; 
And higher yet the glorious temple's pile 
Inviting ſtood, and there he ſtop'd a while; 
There on the higheſt pinnacle he ſet | 
The Son of God, without the leaſt regret, 
Bids him precipitately leap that tow'r, 
So prove himſelf the Son of God with pow'r: 
Says he, thy ſteps are predetermin'd, ſure, 
Abd what thou doſt cannot be inſecure, 
Before all time God did predeſtinate, 
And what he wills inevitable fate; 
His firm decree unalterable ſtands, | 
His angels have receiv'd their trick commands 1 1 
To bear thy ſacred perſon in their facred hands, ) 
To keep thee ſafe, leaſt thou ſhould*ſt chance to Wi 
meet 


With ſome rough ſtone to wound thy tender feet, 


Yn eee 


To whom thus Ixsvs gave him anſwer full, 
"Tis alſo written plain indelible | 
T hou- ſhalt not tempt, allure, entice, perſuade 
The Lord thy God, for he will be obey'd. 
Let you and 1, from hence, take heedful care 
We, are not ta'en in a preſumpt'ous ſnare ; 
Not truſt too much on our abllity, 

T ho' we may truly mortified be; 
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Tho! all our lower appetites: are brought 

In due ſubjection to religious thought; 

But have a prudent, humble, watchful eye, 
That is ſuſpicious of your ſanctity; _ | 
Leſt, as tis uſual with our common foe, . 
| To make ſuch pride our fatal overthrow. | I 


VI. 


= Oh Lucifer] who once from heav'n fell, 
W Thy bold attempts do now thy weakneſs tell; 
Fhy enterpriſes are ſurpriſing odd, | 
Thus to attempt, to tempt the. Son of God: 
That Son, who came on 2 to deſtroy 
Thy works and all thy ſubtle powers defie. 
Hoy fruitleſs were thy invitations made 
How unſucceſsful all thy profects laid ! 
Save only———"they corroborate this truth, 
Wich Wispom utter'd from her ſacred mouth: 
That providence his children will ſecure, 
por all are ſuch, whoſe ways are holy, pure. 
He will protect em, againſt evils ſti 
1 ® J.no 
0 
t 


Which happen again wledge, againſt will; 
From theſe they ſhall be ever made ſecure, 
& Tho' not from ſuch, which they themſelves - 
; | r ſjprocure. 
Heron, a monk, had long in deſert dwelt, 
Great progreſs made in mortify d deſires, 
and ſweetly taſted of celeſtial fires ; | 
But truſting to his much acquir'd ſtrength, 
Was overcome in taking ſuch a length; 
e thought he was a favourite of heav'n, 
Becauſe it had him many comforts giv*n ; 
And fo preſum'd he cou'd all men excel, 
Aud be ſecure, altho? he leapt a well, 
"mM | D 2 Pre- 
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Preſumptuous thought ! to which he had no call, 
So reapt the fruit of his inglorious fall. | 
Whenever men attempt ſuch acts as theſe, 
They loſe their prudence, and their God diſpleaſe; 
In wand'ring thus his ſure protection loſe, 
Becauſe with inadvertency they chooſe. 


VII. 


Saint Hierom bath here obſerved well, 
Satan may tempt, but can no ways compel. 
He might invite our Lord to ſuch an act, 
But could not foree him to commit the fact. 
Then What a mercy is it, O my ſoul, 


That God doth thus the devils pow'r controul | | 1 N 


That tho? he be permitted to invade, 
Ne cannot force us, tho he may perſuade 


vil. 1 9821 Wy oe 

Fer this the tem pter had Peter jt lar | 
This was the Son of God, deſign'd to beige 
O'er men and angels, monarch of the- world, 
Whoſe government by none ſhou'd be controul'd, 
Whoſe endleſs reign the prophets had confeſt, 
But when began, myſteriouſl "Ag expreft. 
However, he reſolves, at'lea 
How far ambition. might with virtue vie; 
Knowing that this his fatal bane had prov 4, 


= 
* 


| He'd therefore tempt him with the thing he lor d, | 1 | 


Ambition, that had rais'd in heaven wars, 
And caus'd the fall of many morning ſtars ; 


And bore the Son unto a mountain high, 
From thence the beauties of the world to 1 py. 


With that he mounted, ſwift as eagles fly, i | 1 


He 


238088 
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He here together all her glories drew, 
To give the Son a 3 view; 
From Indus eaſt, to Euphrates the welt, 
n beauty's form he had the landskip dreſt, 
From Per/ia ſouth, to northern Scotg's gates, 
Their product tells, their value numerates ; _ 
Then offers all their beauties to beſtow | 
4 Upon the Son, if he'd him homage owe. 
That Satan probably here told a lye, 1 
We may conclude, and readily reply, 2 
ln God inherently all power lives 
eri he to governors their power gives; 
All uſurpations are the devil's works, 
As witneſs Meriwayſe's league with Turks. 
What feas of blood did that uſurper ſhed, 
Or e're the ſword of juſtice reach'd his head? - - . 


IX. 
The Lamb of God had long with . patience 
heard 


he ſubtle tempter, not his miſchiefs fear d. 
He takes no notice of his offers made, 
Nor minded much what hitherto he ſaid ; 
T' injur'es he receiv'd he cou'd commute, 
And of himſelf determine that diſpute. 
But when he tempts him to diſhonour God, 
To 0 worſhip, pay obeiſance to his nod, 
e could no longer ſuch preſuming bear, 
Who cou'd thus vie, with omnipotence ſhare. 
ro whom the Son reply'd as to his foe, 7: 
Hence get thee, Satan, from my preſence go, 
ad learn to dread him, — whom you worſhip | 
_ 7; .. owe; 
Him fear and tremble at, his will 8 7 

= Worſhip thy God, him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 

= | D 3 From 
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From hence I learn, J muſt with patience bear, 
All injuries, in which I only ſhare ; 

But warmly may have liberty to ſpeak, 
When e're the honour of my God's at ſtake; 
Provided I obſerve the manners due 

To my ſuperiors, love to equals ſhew.” 
Thus you and I our Lord ſhall imitate, 

If we but keep within our proper ſtate ; ; 

If we do ev'ry faculty employ, 

In what will add unto our future joy. 

No matter then who rules, or who can tell, 
W hat urges heat that waters boil and ſwell; 
Or why great Luna's orb is faid to guide, 

Or bee the ebbs of flowings of the tide : - 
So we can pattern, like our maſter be, 
Gainſt evil proof, from the commiſſion free. 


X. 


When Satan found he had the battle loſt, 
And that the Son his expectation croſs'd ; 

He then departed, ſhamefully withdrew, 
And ne'er àgain the combat cou'd renew): 
Not that he-wanted will for a return, 

For diſappointments makes his malice burn, 
His will was ready, and to motion __ 
But that he wanted opportunity. 

This teaches me, that man is not ee 2 
Tho' like his maſter, innocent and pure; 
Exeept he does this enemy obſerve, - 
By watchfulneſs and pray r, God to 3 | 
For tempt he will, fo long as you and I, 
Are cloath'd in fleſh, poſſeſs mortality ; 
FTberefore call in the aids of grace for a ſupply : 
In them is all our confidence, and we 


By them may hope to gain a victory. 
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Let us account it honour to be trydʒ - - 
Since I Esus hath theſe tryals ſanctify d. 

Aſſur' d us if we ask, we ſhall inherit 
The kind aſfiſtances of his good ſpirit, | 
And ev'ry good which he for us did merit. J - 
He is our captain, he has over coe 
For us, and for himſelf the battle won 
His bow he drew, the holy arrow ſhot, - - _ . 
And crampt the prince of darkneſs on the ſpot... ; 
The mighty Lucifer, the prince of hell, 

Amidſt his pride before this victor fell, 
And then withdrew, doom'd to his darker cell. 
Let us whe ſee our danger, now be wiſece, 
Apply to IEsus for his kind ſupplies 3 s 
He is our remedy, we need not feaer © 
How great's our foe, nor what our dangers are. 


1 
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Holy Jxsus, who didſt fulfill all righteouſ- 
: neſs, and didſt live a fe of evenneſs, and 
obedience, and community, ſubmitting thyſelf to 
all rites and ſanctions of divine ordinance; give 
me grace to live in the fellowſhip of thy holy 
church, a life of piety and without ſingularity, 
receiving the ſweet influence of thy ſacraments 
and rites, and living in the purities ie innocencies 
of my firſt ſanctification. I adore thy goodneſs 
infinite, that thou haſt been pleas'd to waſh m 
foul in the laver of regeneration ; that thou haſt 
appointed me to the participation of thy favours 
by the holy Euchariſt. Let me not return to the 
infirmities of the old man, whom thou haſt cru- 
cified on thy croſs, and haſt buried with thee in 
baptiſni, nor renew the crimes of my ſinful years, 
which were fo many receſſions from baptiſmal 


purities; 
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purities; but let me ever receive the emiſſions of 
thy divine ſpirit, and be a ſon of God, a partner 
of thine immortal inheritance 3 and when thou 
ſeeſt it needful, let me receive teſtimony from 
heaven, that I am thy ſervant and thy child. 
And grant that I may fo walk, that I neither 
diſrepute the honour of the chriſtian inſtitution, 
nor ſtain the whiteneſs of that innocence which 
thou didft inveſt my foul withal, when I put on 
the baptiſmal robe, nor break my holy vow, nor 
laſe my right of inheritance, which thou haſt 

en me by promiſe and grace; but that thou 
mayeſt love me with the love of a father, and a 
brother, and a husband, and a Lord ; and I deve 
thee in the communion of ſaints, in the ſuſce 
tian of facraments, in the actions of a holy life, 
and in a never- failing love, and uninterrupted de- 
votion: To the glory of thy name, and the pro- 
motion of all thoſe ends of religion, which thou 
haſt deſigned in the excellent order of Chriſtiani- | 
ty; Grant this, holy. Jz's vs, for thy mercy's 
ſake, and for the honour of thy name, which is, 
and ſhall be adored for ever and ever. Amen. 


DAT Nane 3 FRE 
The Way to Conqueſt. 19 


9 


ane eee eee 


Gg. IC. 


of . Chriſt's Paſfon in e- Garden , 
Gechlemanc, and bis Apprehenjon there. 5 


H E N as e feſtival wat corny?” 
Jesvs affign'd himſelf a certain Oe - 
W herein' the Jewiſh paſſ6ver to eat, a 
And for his church a better feaſt create. x ac 
How tenderly did he his love expreſs . 7 2S 
With what deſires he deſir'd this! 2 
That he might fully to his church convey | © 
Thoſe real bleflings this could but diſplay : + * 
Then takifig bread,” he bleſt it, broke it, as a, 
This of my body is 2 ſemblance made 
Take, eat this'brea#; it repreſents the thing | | A 
You often muſt to your: remembrance bring, 
Vour dying maſter's love,” when' gone from hence, ; 
Who in return will grace atid peace” diſpenſe, « 
Likewiſe the cup, and looking up to heay n, 
He bleſt it with the pow tis Had g rack t 
Then gave it to them, calling this his blood, 
By which he'd piirchaſc for them ev” ry good, 
Contained in his will and teſtament; 
Drink this — be thankful for the great event. 
This done — he went to Gethſemane, where 
He uPally withdrew at times to pray r; 
Leaving his three diſciples at the door, 2 
With charge to watch, while mercy he'd implore. 
O come, my ſoul, with him a while retire 
This great example to adore, admire; © 
No 


©» 
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Not only fo, but him to imitate ; 
Behold him entering the garden gate, 
The father's mighty wrath to deprecate. 
Thy fins have very much diſpleaſed God; 
And Jesvs trembles at th approaching rod, 
His ſorrow's now increas'd, his cup is full, 
And what he apprehended, "makes him dull. 
Nature was ſnock d, and felt its throws and fears, 
Which he — with its doubts and cares, 
Reſumes a mind, that all his troubles bears. 
Tho deep God's arrows in his heart remains, 
Vet with ſubmiſſion he the ſtroke ſuſtains. 

He feels the ſtripes our ſins had well deſerv d, 
That from its powers we might be preſerv d. 
This wine-preſs of God's — he treads alone, 
To expiate man's fins, for them t'atone. 
Under their weight, to human weaknefs giv'n, 
He ſhrinks and ſhudders at the wrath of heav'n, 
He ſaw the Almighty in his anger. frown d, 
And as he ſaw, by. ſad experience found, 
Amidſt his forrows, that on earth began, 

He here ſoreſaw the ingratitude of man. 3 
He ſaw, that ſome his goſpel would diſpute, 2 
How brother wou'd the brother perſecute, 
And many from his death would reap no fruit. 

This made him cry (before he yields his breath) 
My ſoul is forrnuwful, yea ev'n to death. 

He took is ſadneſs on him to expreſs, 

He wou'd man's nat'ral ſadneſſes redreſs. 

So ſanctify d our paſſions of fear, 

That we thoſe infelicities might bear; 

And taught us how our ſorrows to exprels, 

By what he made the form of his addreſs. - 

©n the cold ground my great redeemer kneels, 
Under the ſharpeſt agonies he feels, 1 
He ſupplicates, in whom perfection d wells. 


Earneſt 
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Earneſt in pray'r, intenſe were his deſires, 

Such as his needs and fallen man's requires: 

He bows his knees, and earneſtly implores, 

That what he merits for us, might be ours. 
Learn hence, my ſoul, when e're thou art diſtreſt, 
Whither to go to have thy wants redreſs'd : 
Approach the throne of grace, there repreſent, 
Thy forrows, what thy cauſe of diſcontent ; 

But wait God's time, his manner too attend, 
How, when, and where, his ſuccours he ſhall ſend. 
It may be he deſigns that we ſhall wait, 

Till we again — a third time ſupplicate ; 

Till we have exerciſed faith and hope, 

By pat' ent ſuff ring gain'd his end, or ſcope : 
Tho? in the interim he with his ſupports, 
Suſtains the ſpirit that to him reforts; 
Enables it to bear the preſent grief, 

Till he ſees proper time to ſend relief, 

This virtue gain'd (and not perhaps before) 

He'll ſend with aids his angel comforter, - 

For know that angels, and thoſe angels, Lord, 
By good men ſtand, and needful helps afford : 
Where ever they erect a place for pray'r, 

He ſurely gives his kind aſſiſtance there - 

When ever they are touch'd with any grief, 
His kinder ſpirit brings them ſoon relief; 

And tho* he ſometimes clouds his brighter face, 
le yet ſupports em with his faving grace. 


II. i 
Bcahold him then, as thy example here; 
What heavy pains, what ſorrows did he bear! 
What agonies, what languiſhes and ſweat, 
Did he fend forth, e're he relief cou'd get 
nder their preſſures, he his father's pow'r 
ntreats, if poſſible, to paſs this hour; 

; Weak 
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None, but the ſon, could juſtice ſatis "M 
None but his blood, waſh off man's 8 dye; 


How many thro' the merits of his blood, 


Weak nature ſpent, bore down with grief and fears, 
to ſwoon, yet ſtill continues pray rs: 

In earneſt ſighs, importunate implores 

His father's aids in theſe his ſaddeſt hours. 

But ah, alas! inexorable ſtill, 

He found the father could not grant his will, 


* 


None but the ſon, 'for man cou'd mediate ; 
Nor none ſo well for man cou'd deprecate. 
This prov'd indeed a fad and bitter cup, 
Which he as mediator muſt drink up. 
Purſuant to this end, he intercedes 

in for ſuccours to redreſs his needs ; 
With ſuch affecting inſtances of love, 4 
As beſt might melt, the great compaſſion move; 
Move him to look from his imperial ſeat, = 
His ſon's diſtreſſes to compaſſionate. 
The greatneſs of his grief now heav'n ſurvey” d, 
And ftrait an angel comforter convey'd, - 
T' afliſt the darling object of his love, 
To drink the, cup. that juſtice cou d not move; 
W hoſe miniſtry refreſh'd his fainting ſpirits, 
By repreſenting what that ſuff ring merits ; 
How neceſſary twas that he ſhou'd wad 
And by that death his father glorify : 
In that his juſtice, wiſdom, fo divine, | 
His power, goodneſs, mercy, all ſhou'd ſhine : 
How many by his death ſhou'd life enjoy, 
And by his power gain'd, ſhou'd fin. deſtroy : 


Shog'd grace receive to work the works of God: 
Aſſures im, that his father heard his pray'r, 
And granted all, that cou'd be granted there, 
T hat.tho' this cup was filled to the brim, 
It cou'd not pals, 1 unleſs it pals'd thro? him, 
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But ſhou'd be follow'd, ſoon attended be, 
With reſt and Joy to his humanity, . 
wich from the dead as ſoon again ſhou' d riſe 
And his exalted name eternalize; ; 
That he ſhou'd fit, and be enthron'd on high, 
And all his foes conſpiring ſtrength defy, 


/ ; 


II. 


Theſe, or whatever comforts he might give, 
ere ſuch as IE Sus now was pleasd t receive, 
hich he thought neceſſary now indeed, 
hen human nature did aſſiſtance need; 

hoſe. ſadneſſes were ſo exceeding great, 
s put him unto an unus' al ſweat. 

Ah ! hateful fins | how heavy was your weight, 
To raiſe his agonies to ſuch a height! 

hat ev'ry veſſel, and each little pore, 

Flew open to let out the healing gore; 

[he coſtly juice in plenty did abound, | 
o hallow once again th' unhallow'd ground. 


III. : 


Tas now from Edem came this mighty ſon, 
From Bozrah with his dyed garments on; 
FT was now his joints were rack'd and out of frame, 
lo hee rt diſſolves like wax before the flame. 
* 
2 
: ; * Says Dr, Scot: It ſeems at leaft a very probable 
otion, that this horrid agony, which cauked him to 
riek, and groan, and ſweat as it were great drops of 
lood, was chiefly the effects of thoſe preternatural ter- 
ors which the devils, with whom he was then con- 
* q eſting, impreſs'd upon - innocent mind, 
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'W hoſe zeal and ſtrength attained his defire ! 


| Whate're his ſacred oracles impart, 


How beautiful to man was his attire, | 


'Tho? fleſh and blood, with fears might be poſſeſt, 
And human nature ſhudder at the teſt ; 

Yet love, th' inheritent virtue of his foul, 
Did every weak and fearful thought controul. 
Look then, O ſinner, on thy Lord again, 
Let him not ſweat thoſe drops of blood in vain. 
See how his heart, like melting wax appears, 
And let that melt thee into contrite tears. 
Look on him, till thy wicked, naughty, heart, 
Can ſo hate ſin, as from that ſin to part. 
See the intenſneſs of his powerful love, 

The ſpring on which his ev'ry act did move. 
See how he wreſtles with almighty power, 
What interceſſions makes in Big {ad hour, 
That on loft. man he wou'd his mercy ſhow's. 
See how like Moſes in the gap he ſtood, 
Between his creature and an angry God, 
And wrath to ſatisfy, ſweat drops of blood 
O rend my heart, no longer ſtubborn prove; 
Melt, O my ſoul, at this aſtoniſh'd love; 
That juſtice ſnould with mercy thus commute, 
And to his darling ſon man's Zns impute; 
That he who all perfection does contain, 
Shou'd fink beneath intolerable pain. 

But ſee, my ſoul, the ſon of peace and love 
Does readily his father's act approve, 


As on a book was written on his heart : 
I come, ſays he come, father, to fulfill, * 
Not what is mine — but what's decreed, thy will. 


From hence I learn, I muſt obeiſin pay, | 
To that unering will, that all things tway. [el 
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Like IEsus ſuffer his afflicting rod, 
nd yet be very thankful to my Gd. 
Twill calm the temper, cauſe it to ſubmit; 
Twill make theſe pleaſures eaſier to quit, 5 
hen will this yokeof Chriſt's our ſhouldery fit. 3: 
—<ubmiſfon to it's almoſt half the cure; 
riss what we know, is duty to endure, 
ndure and conquer, God will ſoon diſpoſe, 
| o future good our paſt and prefent woes. 
A clume your courage, and diſmiſs your care; 
n hour will come perhaps it is not far, 
In which we ſhall take pleaſure to relate, 
ur ſorrows paſt, as benefits of fate.“ 


. 


* ] have more than once made uſe of the word Fate 
this Poem: By which I mean only the order of pro- 
Widence ; fer I would by no means be fo underſtood as 
=D deny to the will:of man powers of choice; or the uſe 
ic in che actions of his life; for that would be to 
Wc froy the immortality of the ſoul. It is written, 4nd 
Lord ſaid, Behold the man is become one of us, to 

* good and evil, c. Gen; iii. 22. And St. Chry/e- 
pr: ſays; F thou haſt fallen thou mayeſt riſe again; that 
ih thou art commanded to do, thou haſt power to ab, 
pp nay} choſe either. So Dr. Taylor: If after the 
of Adam it be not by God permitted to Us to 
looſe, or refuſe, there is nothing left whereby man can 
ve God, or offer him ſacrifice. It is no ſervice, it is 
t rewardable if it could not be avoided, nor the omiſ- 
r puniſhable if it could not be done, All things elſe 
We determin'd and fix d by the divine providence, even 
che actions of men; but the inward act of the will is 
1 under the command of laws only, and under the 

ec of threatnings, and the invitations of promiſes. 
, Fire of the Altar, p. 12, J. 29, &c. 
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An Ejaculation. 


Thou, who didft for man theſe ſorrows bear, 
Look on thy ſervant, and my heart pre- 

| (pare; 

Lord, ſow the ſeeds of true contrition here. 

Let me now ſee how odious is fin, 

See by theſe ſorrows they involv'd thee in, 

Renew in me, a fpirit that is right, 

A broken heart, a ſoul that is contrite. 

Give me a teachable, a ductile mind; 

O draw it, make it to thy will inclin'd ; "of 

Teach me thy facred ſtatutes to revere, 

Whoſe ſanctions are ſo great and ſo ſevere ; 
Severe to thee, in whom we find repoſe, 


Thou know'ft our weakneſs, ſtrength of all our 


To thee, my helpleſs foul doth all her wants 
(diſcloſe. 


Thuy griefs can my impenitence ſupply ; 
They for a world of fin can ye. 


IV. 


Thou art my faving help; to thee I fly, | 9 Ab 


-By this time Judas had himfelf prepar'd 
With full commiſſion and a proper guard; 
Who was arriv'd at Gethſemane's doors, 
And brought with them their executive pow'rs. 
The holy JEsUs —— riſes now from pray' rs, 
Which he had offer'd up --- in ſighs and tears; 
He calls his ſervants --- that ſometime had flept, 
But chides them for the careleſs watch they kept; 


And 
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nd by an irony himſelf expreſt: 
They now might ſleep, if they could ſleep to reft, 
If they could reſt in thoſe moment ous hours, 
When danger waited at the garden doors; 
aut that it might appear his choice was free, 
hat he was willingly prepar'd to die, 
Fc bids them riſe from their ſecure repoſe, 

ro meet with him his murtherers and foes ; 
Who there appeared in a warlike guiſe, 
As tho' they had ſome rebels to ſurprize: 
r greater prince of outlawries purſu*d, | 
WV hoſe deſperadoes might have them ſubdu'd. | 
o butehers may pretend a lamb to fear, be | 
y calling it a lyon — or a bear; 7 
But againſt this, his prudence would not ward, 
Nor called he auxiliaries to guard; | 
or tho? the traitor had his Lord betray'd, 
e nothing criminal againſt him laid, 
o word, nor act, in ſecret ſaid or done, 
hat was obnoxious to the laws then known, 
hus innocence and prudence reaps rewards, 
ccures from fin, and from ſuſpicion guards. 


Y . V. 
Our bleſſed Lord was eminent for this, q 


hene're he met, or did a friend diſmiſs, 

e'd give a welcome, take a parting kiſs. 
Wong was this cuſtom uſed in the Eaſt, 
Thus interchangeably was love expreſt. 
his was the maſter's kind endearing way, 
ad this the ſervant made pretence to pay; 
ho knew his Lord -- was confident in this, 
e would accept a coming ſervant's kiſs. 
thus did the traitor cover his deſigns, 

nd ad with his maſter's adverſaries joins ; 
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Who now appear in arms by torches light, 
To do a deed more darker than the night. 
The ſign was given, but the ſecret% this, 
That was his maſter that would take his kiſs. 
Perfidious traitor ! what a thought was here ? 
By ſigns of friendſhip to proclaim a war | 
O facrilege! which ought to be abhorr'd, 
Friendly to eat, and then betray the Lord. 
Yet IEsus ſtill retains civility, 
Amidſt the ſtorms of ſuch hoſtility ; Y 
Thoꝰ viſe their treatment, yet what love was here 8 1 


W hat friendſhip did his milder words declare 
With, what — did he their rudeneſs bear 
If thus the Lord receiv'd the worſt of foes, YZ 
What crowns and ſcepters hath he then ſor thoſe, 7 
That do adore him in ſincerity, | Wo 
With an affection full of charity? 

Thus enemies - by accident do prove, 

To holy perſons, miniſters of love; 
Performing offices that friends ſhould do, 
Whoſe gentler hand reproof cannot purſue. 

T hey 5 not probe the more corrupted part, 
But heal the wound when it begins to ſmart. 
While enemies without a cloak will tell, 
What is amiſs, and where our faults excell : 2 
Na weakneſs nor deformity they hide, 3 
From them we know in what ourſelves to chide. Wl 
Ts ſuch reſtraints that puts us on our guard, 
And makes us mindful to keep watch and ward; 
They're inſtrumental. to our patience born, 

*F hat we become not their reproof, their ſcorn. a 
So Jesvs calls the traitor Judas friend, * 
Becauſe a good, his evil, ſhould attend; =x 
Tho' he deliver'd him a ſacrifice, 5 
Yet he ſhould ſoon again to glory riſe; 


, , om buns .& 
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W By this the world a pardon ſhould obtain, 
And he an everlaſting prieſt remain. 
| Now ſee him coming forth to meet this friend, 
Wo with an armed band did here attend ; - 
ne mildly asks them whom they wanted there; 
or who they ſought, that they in arms appear. 
uſpectful of their errand, asks again, 
f they ſought Jesvs, born a Nazarene ? | 
ee leads them in it, asks them, is it I, 

Who you thus ſeek ? lo, I am he; reply. 
ho? gentle was his voice, yet here he vies, 
With thunder rattling terribly the skies, 1 
t ſtruck them backward in a great ſurprize. 

SST ho ſmall and ſtill as that EZjah heard, 
ect terrible to theſe this voice appear'd; ; 
trong as the eaſtern winds it bore em down, 
o irreſiſtible his power known. 
oo bright's his face for their impurer eyes, 
onfuſion ſeiz'd and fill'd 'em with ſurprize. 
et ſtill they did, and ſtill do we provoke, 
his God of ours, who thus ſo mildly ſpoke ; 
hoſe power can to nothing us reduce, | 
81 ho' we of's mercy make ſo ill a uſe; 

Hut if we cannot bear his ſoft reply, 
ow do. we dare offend, this judge defy ? 


3 n him does both the'God and man 
he voice is man's, but power, maj 
is ev'ry act, his ev'ry path he trod, 


ree, 


7 


e's born an infant, yet as God ador d | 
V angels, by the magi's called Lord; 


— 
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hat proof was this of his divinity ? ? 


WS hews him the man,, and yet points out the God.. | 


: He 
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He flies to Egypt when he was diſtreſt, 
There idols his divinity confeſt. S 

In Jordan as a ſinner he's baptiz d; 

But by a voice the God was ſignaliz d: 
He hungers in the deſart as a man, 

But as a God did nature there ſuſtain. 
There was he tempted as we mortals be, 
But angels waited on divinity. 

He was transfigured on Tabor's mount, 

And who the brightneſs of it can recount? 
When he was dying, at his voice the ſun 
Withdrew his light, a gloomy face put on. 
When he was dead, he made the earth to ſhake, 
While rocks and mountains terribly did quake, 
So-now, while they his perſon apprehend, 

His mild reply, his power did commend. A 
It ſtruck em down, on earth they helpleſs lie, 9 


The holy prophet's words to verify, 
Know, it is I: that ſpeaketh, even I. 


VII. 


The guards and ſervants under this ſurprize, 
Had neither ſtrength nor power now to riſe, 

Like Sodom's fons bereaved of their ſight, 

Grope in the dark, and ſpurn againſt the light. 

No farther could their malice yet purſue, - 

Till JEsus his reftraining force withdrew ; 

Till he gaye in, their priſoner to be, 

On terms that his diſciples might go free. 

When this was done, they had permit to riſe, 

Who then purſue their former enterprize. 

Like as the vulture that has ey'd his prey, 

Darts on the prize, and upward wings her way, 


His 


9 
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His tender hands the ruder ſoldiers bind, 85 

For all civility they'd left behind ; _. 

Who yet by love's unalterable-. ties, Sh 

Was offer'd in himſelf a ſacrifice. 

His mercy, pity, and his father's will, | 

Were motives which had bound him faſter ſtill, 

But ſo it was, this was the wiſh'd for hour, 

*T was now he was committed to their pow'r 3 

Who neither wanted malice, nor a will, 

To uſe that power to a greater ill, | 


VIII. 


But Peter could not ſee his Lord thus us'd,. 
Aſſaſſinated thus, and thus abug'd, _ 
He could not bear this treatment, baſe ſalute, ö 
But draws his ſword the conteſt to diſpute. y 
He asked leave indeed to ſmite ; but e're . 
He had his anſwer, cut of Malchus ear. 

His gentler maſter interpos'd between, 

(In whom the mildneſs of the lamb was ſeen) 
Commands his ſervants choler and revenge, 

And with a word his paſſion did unhinge. « 
He wou'd:not have authority oppos'd, 

In whom ſoe'er that truſt is once repos d. 

He taught the ſervant not to draw the ſword, 
Againſt his prince, his lawful ſovereign Lord; 
But tells him that his kingdom was not here, 
Nor its defences neither ſecular. 

He cou'd have call'd the angels to his guard, | | 
lf he had pleas'd, the ſtroke of death to ward. _ 
ouch was. his power, ſuch his right'ous cauſe, 
He cou'd defend it without breach of laws. | 
One harbinger from him did in one night, | 
The whole A/jrian army put to flight; | 
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His truth no armed rebels ſhou d defend, 
What e're excuſe its votaries pretend 
He choſe to ſuffer, and his truth ſupport, 
To ſuccour them that ſoon ſhou'd ſuffer fort; 
In this he hath: a ſure foundation laid. 
That in his ſuff rings all our hopes are ſtad; 
By them we are ted in diſtreſs, 
In them conſiſts our ſtrength (oh bappineſs 91 
In poverty, neceſſity, and grief, | 

By imitating him we find relief. 

Religion hath its amiabilities, 

Which binds much faſter alt communities, 
Than can the uſe of military force, 

Which all the ties of charity divoree; 

But never can ſupport the chriſt an faith, 
Which only love for its foundation hath; 
That is its baſis, there ſecure: it ſtands, 
VUninterrupted. by impurer hands. 

Saint Peter then may uſe his keys, Cheilt's word, 
But is commanded to put up his ſword ;- | 
Which he obey'd, — then for ſafety fled, . 
Till he could more ſecurely ſhew his head; bt 
Which was more chriſtian, much the better way, 
Altho' it did his weakneſs more diſplay; AY 
In this was neither malice nor-revenge, 

Nor nothing that his duty might unhinge. 

As power here one inſtance had diſplay d, 

By calling no auxili'ries to aid; 

So mercy ſhou'd miraculous appear, i 
And give to Malchus, by a touch, his ear. Mm 
But neither touch'd or pierc'd their harder heart; | 
Revenge and malice ſtill muſt act its part. 

They lead him thre? ſuch crooked uncouth ways, 

To make more wretched his remaining days; 

In Cedron's brook: his ſacred perſon plunge, 

Ward no pity ſhould their rage expunge. Pi 
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The rider ſoldiers, as from laws exempt, 
Grown inſelent, now treat him with contempt 3" 
Such is the nature of all evil men, 

If the inſtruments of grace can't ſoften them, 
They ſtill in wiekedneſs the bolder grow, 

Until it proves their total overthrow, 


The Prayer, | 
Ls: 


1 HY Jzss8vs, make me by thy example to 
3 conform to the will of that eternal God, 
who is our father, merciful and gracious; that 1 
nay cheoſe all thoſe accidents that his providence 
bath actually diſpoſed to me; that I may know 
vo deſires, but his commands and his will; and 
that in all afflictions, I may fly thither for mercy, 
pardon and ſupport, and may wait for deliverance 
in ſuch times and manner, as the father hath 
eeſerved in his own power, and graciouſly diſ- 
ences according to his infinite wiſdom and com- 
be daſſion. 3 
c IT, 


Holy Saviour J raus, give unto me the gift 


| ; nterceſſion ſupply all my ignorances and paſſion- 
'- dcfires, and imperfect choices, procuring and 


pport my needs, and ſerve the ends of religion, 
ad the ſpirit which thy wiſdom chooſes, and 
J paſſion hath purchaſed, and thy grace loves to 
cow upon all thy ſaints and ſervants. Amen, = 


© 


. ſpirit of prayer, and do thou by thy holy | 


ing to me ſuch returns of favour, as may 
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CAN TO III. 
ti tbe Scourging and other Acci dents 


happening from the Apprehenſion i ö 


the Crucifixion FJ ES us. 


5 


"Ear Sion's mount, the hill of I; eÞs God, 
Had Annas choſe the place of his abode ; 
A ſeat commodious, near the palace hall, 


Where Caiaphas did frequent councils call, 
*T was hither firſt they made their imp'ous ſtage, | 


While .J esUs was the ſubje& of their rage; 
*T was here they hatch'd their horrid treachery ; 
*T was here that Judas did receive his fee; 

*T was here they did againſt the Lord conſpire, 
And ſmote that face which angels did admire. 
The Lamb of God was treated with diſgrace, , 
In full aſſembly fore this judge's face. 

O Malchus, what ingratitude was here! 
Thus to repay the healing of thine ear 

Has mercy made thee inſolent and bold? 
T hine act foreſeen, was, as foreſeen, foretold, 
That he whom all mens reverence commands, 
Should take a blow from thy polluted hands ; 
That he, to whom eſteem, all honour's due, 
Shou'd thus be ſcorn'd, thus buffeted by you. 


Tho' meekneſs met with ſuch indifference, 
Yet 1 ſtill he indicates his innocence, 


Yet, tho he's uſed with this inſolence, } 3 


4, 


Hence 
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Hence may we learn, if e're it be our caſe, 
How to behave when under a diſgrace; * _ 
If we ate treated with diſport or ſcorn, 

Let meekneſs, pat'ence, be the garment worn: 
With theſe we modeſtly may plead defence, 
And teſtify to all our innocence. | 

hut ne're reſiſt authority's known laws, 
A |tho' they judge ill of our better cauſe ; 
But to a {urer judge that cauſe refer, 

Who in his judgment will not, cannot err. 


II. 


— 
— 


r C 
JR_ 


Annas, altho' a judge, did not reſent 5 
his treatment of a perſon excellent; 

Hut paſs'd it by; and overlook'd the ſcorn, 
Commands he ſhou'd to Cataphas be borne 5 

Y ho in a former council had declar'd, 

That what he termed blaſphemy he heard, 

WY hich ſerv'd to palliate his baſe deſigns, 

hen ſeeks for witneſſes, with them combines; 
hey ſeek for proof, for unity - conſent | 
hat nothing might, what they propos'd, prevent; 
= ct nothing ſtill was ready, nothing does; 

l laſt a court of juſtice they propoſe, 

= dicially proceed to try his cauſe ; 

ut 'twas to be by virtue of their laws. 
berefore all arts are uſed to perſuade 

he judge t' accept of their firſt trial made; 
hey had prejudg'd him very apt to die, 

Nut ſtill they wanted the authority. | 
o Pilate therefore now they make tl eir court, 
ad to his forum Ixsus ſtrait eſccrt; 
RY hoſe holy life fo excellent appear d, 

| exemplary all his EY ſteer d; 
Ten«l oy 
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So full of piety, and ſo compact, 

(For prudence guided his minuteſt act) 

That if be brake their laws they ſhou'd report, 

That was not capital in Pilates court: 

Or if their charge was, he ſedition mov'd, 

They ſtood convinc'd that charge could not | 
prod. 

At laſt they are reſolv d bi words t' impeach, 

And catch at any figurative ſpeech, 

A trope, whoſe turn they could not underſtand, 

W hoſe act the powers of a God command; 

That had he ſpoke it in the lit ral ſenſe, 

His pow'r could have pleaded his defence: 

*T was eaſier far to raiſe the temples tow'r, 

Than bodies dead to life again reſtore, 

Meek as a lamb the holy IESUs ſtood, 

And left his right'ous cauſe alone to God. 

A uſeful leſſon man is taught from hence, 

When e're his cauſe can't plead its own defence, 

Silent to ſtand, ſince innocence indeed 

Moft filent was when he had cauſe te plead, 


Ir. 


But Caiaphas had {till one main reſerve, 
W hich ſure he was his purpoſes wou'd ſerve; 
He knew aſſuredly the bait wou'd take, 
Becauſe that truth cou'd not the truth forſake ; 
Hie then adjures him by | that, cred name, 
© To ſpeak the truth, A Erwile diſclaim. 
The holy IESUus being ſo adjur'd, 
No form of ſpeech that might deceive procur'd ; 
Left it might derogate from honour's due, 
Whoſe ſteady paths he always did purſue : 
Nor would he now authority deſpiſe, 


By framing words that mou d the truth die; 


For which he came the world for to perſuade; 
WBut modeſtly confeſt he was that CHRISTH, 
r Son that with the Father did exiſt, 

Nee told the Jews, ſome time before the ſame,, 
= rc Aram was, I then was what I am, 


J 


Which he with cunning rhetorick diſplay'd, 
and with his prieſtly art the people did perſuade, 
WT hat he blaſphem'd, ſince he with God did vie, 
And cry'd aloud, he worthy was to die; 
Then in a rage his prieſtly garments rent, 
Reſolves he ſhou'd be unto Pate ſent. 
his tragick ſcene that he had now begun, 
EP roclaim'd a greater ſhortly ee on. 
le only acted here the prophet's part, 
oretold from him the prieſthood ſhou'd depart z 
he temple's veil from top to bottom torn, 

And 1/raePs pride caſt down in hateful ſcorn. 


+IF, 


Whilſt things went thus, behold another ſcene 
WP reſents (fad accident to intervene!) 

os ſervant Peter curiouſly bent 

o know how things now with his maſter went, 
Crowds in amidſt em in the palace hall, 

WV ithout permiſſion, or his maſter's call; 

its down among the ſervants in diſguiſe, 

and as he fat, one on him fix'd her eyes; 

er piercing look ſoon. put him in a pother, 


he charg'd him home, affirmed he was one, 
hat was to J Esus intimately known, 
. onfſounded as he was, as bold reply'd, 
ac poſitively thus his Lord deny'd: 

F 2. | 


* 
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To which he always due obeiſance pay de 2 


his was the ſcheme that Caiaphas had laid, q 


And with an oath he ſtrives the truth to ſmother.. 


Woman, 
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Woman, I know not what by this you mean, 
We ſtrangers are, by him I neer was ſeen, 
A ſecond and a third accoſts him now, 
He contradicts them by an oath or vow ; 
Who yet was known, e'en to his very heart, 1 
And once proteſted, nothing ſhould them part. 
But thus it was, ſo weak is human frame, 3 
Of this a great example he became; 
And if this great apoſtle was ſo frail, 
We may in his our weakneſſes bewail; 
Pity ſuch faults, but never them upbraid, 
For company is pow'rful to perſuade : 
Let you and I our ruin to prevent, 
Avoid — nor evil company frequent; 
Leſt they provoke or ſcorn us into ſin, 
If once with them we are involv'd therein; 
But let us always be upon our guard, 
Prepar'd againſt ſuch company to ward ; 
For ſome their be, who being once engag'd, 
Scorn a retreat; altho* a war is wag'd, 
There refuge chooſe, in boldneſs further run, 
"Their faults to hide, avoid the brighter ſun ; 
Inciting others till they act the ſame, I 
Thus every ſpark encreaſes more the flame. 
But Peter roſe, and this his quick return, 3 
Was eber his crime had reach'd his fatal noon; | 
Which much facilitated his defence, 4 
And prov'd a pattern of rare penitence. 3 
For when we fin, God's ſpirit takes its flight, 
Such deeds extinguiſh quite its purer light; 
Ft cannot dwell within the ſelf- ſame breaſt, 
Where {in takes up its habitable reſt : | 
But if we riſe like Peter, and return, ® 
Like him repent, our late tranſgreſſions mourn, Wl 
We ſoon ſhall feel thoſe comfortable beams 1 
Will prove to us the beſt refreſhing ſtreams. 1 
b ; (Thus 0 p 
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Thus when the taper's flame is blown away, 
[f brought to fire ſoon, it will convey 
hat light again— but if the wick or ſnuff 

WG rows cool, we cannot fetch it with a puff; 
ET will take ſome time e're it regains. its light, 
ad muſt be melted e're it be in plight.) 
or bleſſed Lord, altho? in midſt of cares, 
onfider'd Peter's dangers and. his fears; 


e makes the cock the quiver for his dart, | . 


* 
8 * 


rhro' whom he touch'd his unrelenting heart, 
and with a look he peirc'd that tender part. 
lo ſervant's love had no abatement known, 
WT ho” interrupted, twas ndt wholly flowa ;. 
But like the eagle ſwiftly he returns, 
o full of penitence his fault he mourns, [4 
us love embracing love more feryent. burns, 1 


V. 
By this time we'll ſuppofe the ſentence paſt, 
nd IJxsus doom'd a ſhameful death to taſte ;. 
or Ca:aphas the potent crafty prieſt, 
be faction ſway'd and over-ruFd the reſt ; 
rejudging all the Sanhedrin, declar d, 7 
Nis words of blaſphemy himſelf had heard; | 
or which he judg'd he worthy was to die, 
Ind who was he that dare his vote deny ? 
hus leading men in councils. oft betray 


o pleaſe a party, or ſome end to ſerve, 


W uſtice muſt ſtand aloof a time, to pleaſe 
ſubtle Caiaphas that rules at eaſe j 
We bus far the haughty prieſt did malice ſhew,.. 
And farther Jewiſh. power could not £9 : 3-0 


The Way to Conqueſt, >. 7 


2 


— 
FR 


_ AC * 
be 7 = 
* 7 


hat honour which they ought to juſtice paß; 


ive up that virtue which they ſhou'd preſerve; 
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But all this time, &en till the council met, 
The holy JE sus rudely was beſet; | 
Like men let looſe, bereav'd of common ſenſe, 
They over act their baſe vile inſolence: 

Here malice open d and ſhut up the ſcene, 
Bare face appear'd, and wanted hot a ſcreen ; 
Blind to his tears, and deaf to all his cries, 
'T hey here redouble their indignities ; 
And while they thus affront, torment their God, 
Exulting crouds the horrid at applaud ; 
That had his patience not been infinite, ; 
Their injuries were grown to fach a height, 

He muſt have funk beneath their preſſing weight. 
Thus by degrees did man's redemption ſwell, 
Fach pain he bore, to us the mercy tell ; 

Theſe were our portion, theſe our fins deſerv'd, 
He bears them all, that we might be-reſerv'd ; 
And to his father offers them again, 

On man's behalf, man's parden to obtain. 


VI. 


Judas now ſeeing how the ies RY b 
Repents he e're engaged in the fat; = 
Not dreaming matters cou'd have run ſo high, ll 
As thus to treat, his maſter vilify : BY 
Like Hazael he ſhudders at the fact, 

And thought that nothing human ſo cou'd ad. 
When evil perſons do engage in fin, 

Altho' they meet with ſome ſucceſs therein; 
Fho' they re ſupported by a thoughtleſs __ 

And Joud applauſes for a time inherit: 

Yet when iniquity has reach'd its height, 
And conſcience ſhall begin to ſtimulate ; 
When that ſhall thaw, a little tender grow, 

How will the ſinner dread the coming blow l. 

: Wh * f 
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Which has an aptneſs to produce deſpair, 
And all the horrors of a guilty ſear; 
That like the ſoreneſs of a fretting boil, 
Gives neither eaſe, nor will admit a ſmile; 
Repentance then perhaps is come too late, 
And then, like Judas, men grow deſperate ; 
Impatient of the ſhame, or ſharper ſting, 
With violence they act a worſer thing; 
Deſpairing ever pardon to obtain, | 
They boldly ruſh and act their fin again. 
Thus to eternal death men enter in, 
Whene' re they live in habitual fin, 
That bolts and bars up the eternal gate, 
And ſo ſecures them againſt all retreat, 
MWhat infelicities, what throbs and throws, 
, | = The now forſaken wretched Judas knows! 


No comforter to bring a ſmall relief : 
Conſcious of guilt, his maſter's preſence flies 
How-to undo the horrid act he tries; | 
At midnight he receives his purchaſe pay, 
But cou'd not keep it the ſucceeding day : 
He brings the money to the prieſts again, 
But cou'd not part ſo eaſy with his fin; 
That like the girdle that he daily wore, 
Binds faſt, forbidding mercy to implore. 


Thy miſerable ſtory who relate ? 
The prieſts unpity d thy unhappy ftate ; 


Men love the treaſon, but the traitor hate. 


No friend to whom he cou'd relate his grief, 


Unhappy Judas / who thy torments know.? | | 
Whogueſs the half that thou didſt undergo? _. 


They leave thee to thy ſorrows and thy ſhame, 
And tell thee to thy face, thou art to blame; 
= They take the money back, but thee abhorr'd, 

= Þ heir end was ſerv'd in giving up thy Lord. 
Such the rewards of treaſon, fueh their fate, 


Marked 


. 
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Mark'd with ſuch infamy (ah tragick ſcene ]) 
Thy own vile hands thy martherers have been. 
My Lord, my God, inſtruct me how I may 

Theſe dif rent ſcenes i in their true light * 7h 
Was Peter's crime leſs criminal than This | ? 

Mere they not both juſt equally amiſs? | 

They both tranſgreſs 2 but here the diff rence lies, 
The « one ſeeks after mercy, t'other flies; 
The one takes refuge in his, maſter's arms, 

The other doubts. of. ſuch forgiving charmis; 
The one becomes a preacher of his laws, 

And dies in vindication of his.cauſe ; 

The other falls a victim to his will, 

And acts upon himſelf a horrid ill. 

But both to us do rare examples prove, 

They teach us what to hate, and what to love: 
Premeditated ſins at all times ſnun, 

And if we fall, ariſe, to mercey run; 
Take ſanctuary there, his love has charms 

To hold thee faſt, and cloſe thee in his arms. 


5 VII. 


3 n C 


—_ 


All things now ready for their 0 were, | 
To Pilates houſe the council ſoon repair; 
Hoping he wou'd their ſentence verify, 

And execute it too as ſpeedily : 

They wanted Pilate not to judge their cauſe, 
But only puniſh breakers of their laws: 
That he was criminal they ſignify'd, 

And by their law wou'd have him crucify'd : 
But Pate both their pride and malice knew, 
And therefore cloſely juſtice will purſue ; 
He calls for arguments, for facts to prove 
1 e if they juſtice love. 


"PE 5 
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So let the world their great procedure ſee, | 
Their charge was juſt, or ſet the pris'ner free. 
This croſs'd the pride and malice of the prieſt, 
And rais'd a haughty tumult in the reſt ; 
They gave him this indefinite reply, 
That by their law he worthy was to die: 
As for particulars whereof t' accuſe, 
They might in that particular refuſe; 
But Plate had not thus been learn'd or taught, 
To paſs a ſentence till full proof was brought : 
He knew too well the nature of their pride, 
To take their judgment for his rule or guide, 
| F | that the univerſal world ſhou'd ſee, 
bw\yile and falſe their proſecutions be. 
he cefeſt accuſations that they bring, 
Was, that he ſtrove to make himſelf a king: 
A crime of him they never entertain'd, 
Nor e' er in fact his reputation ſtainꝰd; 
A crime themſelves cou'd eaſily diſprove, 
Had they not hopes it yet might P:late move; 
Move him to think their allegations juſt, 5 
And paſs his ſentence only upon truſt; 
Had Pilate here been inconſiderate, 
By faction led, they'd caught him with this bait. 


VIII. 


But too too plain appear'd their malice, pride, 
Which they no longer could ſuſpend. or hide; 
T was plain in thoſe two articles they bring, 
As well as this, he made himſelf a king: 

Pilate then ask*d, Art thou a king? reply 
Thou ſay'ſt T am, fays IEsus: king am I; 
But not of this world; here I plead no right, 
For if I did, then ſhou'd my ſervants fight. | 


r 
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Where Cæſar rules, he readily obeys, 
Io governments he all obedience pays; 
His throne's in heaven, and his courtiers there, 
Conſiſting of the whole angelic choir; 
The univerſal world his ſubjects be, 
His regiments have immortality; 
His judicatory is conſcience —— where, 
He holds his courts, to theſe do all appear ; 
The church tribunals his much greater ſhrouds, 
Which ſhall appear at doomſday in the clouds. 
The tribute he commands with Juft applauſe, 
Is a conformity to all his laws; 
T have faith in him, in him to hope and love, 
And what he wills, 1s duty to approve ; 
To truſt in him in ev'ry great event, 
And to his truths to give our, free aſſent. l 
What was there here that Pilate might perſuade, | 
He could his Cæſar's intereſt invade ? 
Such diſcipline as his corroborates, 
And are ſupporters of well govern'd ſtates; 
Is their ſure pillars, and as cloſe cements 
Together all the parts of governments; 
This Pilate ſaw, and plain it did appear, 
How full of - malice his accuſers were. 
And we who thus declaim againſt the eus, 
That did the Lord of life ſo baſely uſe, 
Shou'd certainly do well in ev'ry ſtate, | 
'T* avoid thoſe crimes that we in others hate. 
Let no man ſpeak or do his neighbour wrong; 
Let naked truth proceed from ev'ry tongue; 
Heighten it not by biting rhetorick, 
Or fatire, now becomean artful trick ; 
Draw it not forth by circumſtantial arts, 
To aggravate the crime in all its parts, 
Leſt it becomes a load, begets a grudge, 
To prejudice the fentence of the Judge ; ; 
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It more «les us to extenuate | * 
Each others crimes, than them to aggravate ; 


For we ſhall periſh, be ourſelves undone ; 
Unleſs excus'd by this forgiving ſon. 


IX. 


Pilate had now pronounc'd him innocent, 3 
But that he muſt be unto Herod ſent, | f 
As one belonging to his government. 

Herod was pleaſed with this honour done, 
And hop'd to ſee ſome miracle begun; 

Glad of the happy opportunity, 

W hich offer'd of it ſelf fo luckily ; 

He nicely queſtions about this and that, 

In many words of things he knew not what: 
But the holy JEsUs, as wrapt up in thought, 
Spoke not a word, nor ſign nor wonder FIGS, 
Reproving ſo his fottiſh careleſs ear, 

W hoſe reſidence to him had been fo near, 

Yet ne'er had ſeen him in ſo long a time, 

Nor heard his ſermons that were all ſublime. 

So we if we neglect this day of grace, | 
Or from his mercy flightly turn our face ; i 
At laſt may come to ſuch a wretched ſtate, ; 
As he refuſes to compaſſionate ; _ + 95 | \ 
From ſuch a ſtate of infelicity, 6 7» 

O God moſt merciful; deliver me. 

"TI was here the dleſſed Jesvs ſilent ſtood, 

And heard the prieſts to evil turn his good ; 7 

Here they deſpiſe him fore the tyrarit's face,” 7 | 
Whoſe men of war diſmiſs him in Te > | 
O great indignity.! vile ridicule! p, 7 

To dreſs 88 fon of God ſo like a fool! 

With knotted thorns his ſacred head they crown vd, 

Each piercing knot his tender temples Wound. 


4 


* 
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A purple robe in mockery was brought, 
A reed to ſhow how he was ſet at nought; 
While they ſalute him with a hail or two, 
To ſhew contempt, at him their ſpittle threw; 
Along their ſtreets was heard a hiſſing noiſe, 
While he was made a paſtime for the boys; Mis 
| Who hooted, and with antick mouth they ſport, 
Whoſe fathers to affront him here reſort ; 3 
In this array he's back to Pilate ſent, 
is treatment ſuch'as malice cou'd invent, 
(Thus have I ſeen a criminal indeed, * 
For mercy to a thoughtleſs rabble plead ;- 
But all in vain, the more he intercedes, 3 
The more they judge he their correction needs; 
Blow follows blow, till nature's almoſt ſpent, 
W hoſe wretched caſe becomes their meriment.) 
- Who amongſt men that power cou'd command, 
Would bear this uſage and yet ſilent ſtand ? 4 
Where is the ſtoick, if ſuch men there be, 6 4 


That cou'd ſhew forth ſuch equanimity, 
1 Vnder ſo great contempt, and ſcorn and mockery ? 
But ſo it did become our Lord and prieſt 
| To ſuffer, thus his holy truths atteſt ; 
To walk before us, and to ſmooth the way, 
That him we might more readily obey ; 
By this he ſanctifies our ſuff rings here, 
And learns us how contempt and ſcorn to bear; 
That when we ſuffer in religious cauſe, 
And are deſpis'd for keeping up her laws, 
We call to mind the great example here, 
And after him our own W n ſteer. 
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= When Plate had receiv'd him uncondemn'd, 
once more he ſtrove their malice to have ſtem'd ; 
Ws: ill lab'ring to convince the factious Jaw, | 
How much did his character abuſe: - 
och Herod and himſelf did here agree, 

is innocence did plead his liberty ; 

A nd this by arguments he ſtrongly urg'd, 
it yet deliver'd Jx$vs to be ſcourg'd ; 

__ ſwage their malice this he had devis'd, 

o gain his freedom when he was chaſtis'd. 
hen to a pedeſtal they ty'd his hands, 
But who the ruder ſoldiers rage commands ? 

| o limits here to cruelty was ſet, 

or none his ſorrows in the leaft regret ; 

No voice could charm or win the heedleſs crowd, 
1 To liſten to its call, and own their God; 


0 


No tongue their paſſions or their rage could ſtill, 
aud ſooth em to be bleſt againſt their will. 
when the royal Hehreto's tortur'd breaſt, 
as by infernal rage and fiends poſſeſt; 
is ready harp the young Jean ſtrung, 
oneful he play'd, and tuneſully he ſung ; 
he charming ſounds ſoon gave the monarch eaſe, 
alm'd all his rage, and ſooth'd his ſoul to peace. 
las! no arts the giddy crowd can ſway, to 
nd ſavages leſs ſavage are than they; 
WW vain does tongue or voice excite em all, 8 1 


he God of pow'r, the God of love t' extol, 
areleſs of profer'd grace, and deaf to ev ry call. 
bus Chriſt his virgin body did expoſe, 

„ 0. I Dur nakedneſs tb hide, our wounds to cloſe ; 


eceives the furrows that theſe plowers made, 


al chen to us their benefits convey's ; 
| Rk! For 


| 


Fre ſince the time their temple was deſtroy'd ; 


. To have a priſoner of theirs releas'd ; 


Io ſet at liberty this innocent; 


| He makes them leap this dang'rous precipice, 
To get accompliſhed this baſe device: 
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For us he did theſe ſtripes and ſorrows bear, 
That we their great advantages might ſhare, 


XI. 
The Jeus had long a privilege enjoy'd, 
T was cuſtomary at this ſolemn feaſt, 


To bring afreſh into the memory, 
How they from Egypt gained liberty 
Here Pilate ſtrives again for their conſent, 


Which they refus'd (incredible to hear !) 
Before their God, a robber they prefer, 
How tenderly in this doth Pilate at? . 
How loath to be a part'ner in the fact ? 
Altho' a heathen, yet in him appear'd, 

To man a love, to IEsus a regard; 
Hear him, ye miſcreants, repeat the thing, 
I find no cauſe of death in this your king; 
J therefore will releaſe and ſet him free, 
And ſure in this you cannot diſagree ; 

Yet ſtill they cried with exulting voice, 4 
Not this man, but Barabbas — monſtrous choice 
Sure Satan was let looſe upon this ſtage, | 
And in theſe ſinners over- acts his rage; 


Brutes as they were, now threaten to accuſe 
The judge himſelf, if that he dare refuſe ; 
And boldly tell him he's not Cæſar's friend 

T' encourage thus, his maſter's foe commend. 
This turns the ſcale, and tempts him to the ill, 
Who then delivers JE$Us to their Will: 


» a. I. 
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hus gain and profit forc'd him to conſent, 

WF or fear of loſing's poſt in government; 
and thus th' un wary fiſh the bait doth ſwallow, 
But knows not that the fatal hook will follow? 
Eo we from Pilate may this leſſon learn, 

Ne'er to commit a ſin to ſerve a turn; 

it rather much the great advantage loſe, 
Than by ſuch choice our conſciences abuſe; 

or we who have our chriſtian race begun, 
Muſt learn by faith the evil path to ſhun; 

And give up to the Lord our God the heart, 
e mind, the will, that noble better part; 

Wo {hall we love whate're his truth diſplays, 
and as ſincerely hate all evil ways. 


The Prayer. 


3 Holy and immaculate Lamb of God, who 
4 wert pleaſed to ſuffer ſhame and ſorrow, to 
e brought before tribunals, to be accuſed malici- 
Wuſly, betrayed treacherouſly, condemned un- 
iſtly, and ſcourged moſt rudely ; ſuffering the 


1 
* 
4 


oſſ ſevere and moſt unhandſome inflictions which 
uld be procured by potent, ſubtle and extreameſt 

ace, and didſt chooſe this out of love, greater 
ce van the love of mothers, more affectionate than 
he tears of joy and pity, dropt from the eyes of 
oſt paſſionate women, by theſe fontinels of 
od, iſſuing forth life and health, and pardon 
r all thine enemies: Teach me to apprehend 
Wc baſeneſs offin, in proportion to the greatneſs 
choſe calamities which my fin made it neceſ- 
ry for thee to ſuffer, that I may hate the caufe 
. thy ſufferings, and adore thy mercy, and imi- 
ill, te thy charity, and copy out thy patience and 
_ mility, and love thy perſon to the uttermoſt 
= G2 extent 


extent and degree of my affections. Lord, 


accuſed by my own conſcience, and am found 


& » The Great Example 1 Or, 


what am T, that: the R ſon of God Mou 
ſuffer one ſtripe for me? but thy love is infinite 
and how great a miſery is it, to provoke by {I 
ſo great a mercy, and deſpiſe ſo miraculous z 
goodneſs, and do freſh deſpite to the ſon of God 
but our fins are innumerable, and our e 4 
are mighty, _ Deareſt JESU, pity me, for I an 


gulty ; I am ftripp'd naked of my innocence, 1 
and bound faſt by luſt, and tormented with Wy | 
and wounds of enraged appetites ; but let thy 
innocence excuſe me, the robes of thy righteou 
neſs cloath me, thy bondage fet me free, and thy 
ſtripes heal me; that thou being my advocate, | 
my phyſician, my patrcn, and my Lord, I ny 
be adopted into the union of thy merits, an 
partake of the efficacy of thy fulkrings and be 
crowned as thou art, having my fins changed u 
virtues, and my thorns to rays of glory, und 
thee our head, in the participations of eternity, 
O holy and imaculate Lamb of God. Amen, 
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CanTo IV. 

On the Crucifixion of IES Us. 

wy 85 * = 9 
WEN Pilate had the final Sentence pal 


And doom'd the ſon of God death's pain 
[to taſte 3 


The ruder ſoldiers (oh indignity!) 
Now rather drag than lead him to — tree. 


De Way to Conqueſt... 8 

The ſcarlet mantle here was taken off, oc 

Which they put on in ridicule, in ſcoff; 

But no remiffion of his greater pains, | 

For on his head the thorny crown remains. 

What ſerved intereſt they till purſue, 

But unto IE Sus here, no mercy ſhew I 

But ſo it did become our ſuff ring king, 

To bear the greateſt and minuteſt thing : 

Th' imperal thorns muſt not be laid aſide, 

Till. he in glory ſhall triumphant ride. 

When malefactors are brought forth to die, 

a VV hen their black cloud of death approaches nigl:;, 
What numbers of ſpectators do we ſee, 

Plock out to pleaſe their curioſity: Kos 

Not one in ten fends-up a ſigh or tear, c 


Nor yet, perhaps, one charitable pray'r, 

In pity to the poor diſtreſs'd —— Se here, 
in laughs to ſee the king of heav'n and earth, 
Inſtead of ſcepter, with a croſs come forth. 
Nut piety. ſtands weeping, yet beholds 

y faith, the myſteries this ſcene unfolds; 
hat very + croſs that did his ſhoulders tear, 
Kings ſhould hereafter on their foreheads bear. 


II. 


But ah, my ſoul!” the ſcene is yet behind, 
ehold 'em now their ſacred maſter bind: 
hro' ſhouting crowds the Holy victim's led 
WV ithout their gates his. hallowed blood to ſhed! 
hat ſo he might. beeome the. great atone, 
or .Fews and Gentiles that his miſſion own: - 
ow on his ſacred back the croſs was laid; 

Vhile they his holy character upbraid : 
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I The ſign 8 the croſs in deptin / 
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The common people their revenge purſue, 


To repreſent his paſſion and his need.; 


Take up your croſs whene er your Lord thinks if 6 


And theſe the cafion of a chriſtian are, 


Fl _— A 
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And in his face their nauſeous fpittle threw, 
His tender body cruſhed with, the croſs, 
Faints with the load; they now were at a lok, 
Fearing he ſhould depart with lefſer ſhame, 
Or fewer torments they intended him: 
Here Jewiſh malice and revengeful ſpleen, 
Appeared viſible in ev*ry ſcene. 

A ſtranger now's compell'd to bear the load, 
On which theſe wretches crucify their God : 
For ſo he pleas'd to take man to his aid, 


To teach his follkwers what t muſt do, 1 1 
If they his ſteps of virtue will Purſue, | 
E'enſhare the ſuff rings their ſacred maſter knew, 3 
Learn hence, my ſoul, your duty, and ſubmit, 


Bear it with even equanimity, 

As IESsus did, who bore this croſs for thee : 
Endure affronts, forgive your enemies, 
Be open hearted, and without diſguiſe ; S 
Foibidding to yourſelf this lawful joy, 3 
That merriment, or this feſtivity, | 
To bend the will, the will to mortify. E 
"Theſe are the croſs, the whip, the nails, the ſped 


As fparks fly upwards, men their troubles have, 
Let mine be ſuch, O Lord, as thou ſhalt give : 
O let it not be what my crimes prepare, 
For who can ſuch a croſs and trial bear? 
That hath not fellowſhip with Chriſt's, no in- : 
[t'reſt there. 
But when my God a croſs on me'ſhall lay, 
Submiſſion then's a duty I muſt pay; 
| Begging of him fuch courage, ſtrength and «ki 
To bear with patience whate're's his will. 
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III. 


| oh Palin, thy daughters now _— 
To ſee thy Lord Calvary's mount aſcend : 
With tears relenting many of them wept, 
When they beheld the holy IESus ftript. 

Bleſt hadft thou been, O Siam, if their tears, 
Could ſtop the current of thy future wags ; 

Thy horrid imprecations reach the skies, 

Thy ſins procure thy childrens miſeries; 

For he's by thee diveſted of his robe, 

Whoſe goodneſs clothes the univerſal globe: 
He that to fields, for cloaths, hath flowers giv'n, 
And robes the world with th* canopy of heav'n, 
Submits himſelf by thy vile hands to be, 
Uncloath'd, and naked's nailed to a tree : 

By this diſgrace he tramples on man's pride, | 
His poverty our avarice does chide ; 

His pains chaſtiſe our nice and ſofter ſenſe, 
And break the fetters of concupiſence. 

When Adam ſinn'd, he quitted paradiſe, 
And cloathing for himſelf did ſoon deviſe . 
But Fesus was ſtript naked in his pain, 
That he might bring us thither once <> 
So we mult be deſpoil'd of all theſe os, | 
Before we can have his completer joys; 
We muſt paſs thro” the rules of duty here, : 
T*enjoy the bleſt Society that's there. 


2 
IV. | 


Wich four large nails they bore his hands and 
feet, 
Thoſe tender parts WIN torture were replete ; 

The 


5+ 


By any proper torments of the tree. 


This method. to. reſtore, that man might live! 


With glory did communicate, and dwelt 


En to behold is e and health, and peace. 


Te Grear - te; Or, 


The body's weight muſt greatly rend each wound, 
While they are faſt'ning af the croſs in th'ground; ; 
From limb to-limb the anguiſh ſhoots and darts, n 
By the extreme concuſlion. of the parts: 

The rugged. nails the tender nerves muſt tear. 
And make the tortures of the croſs. ſevere ; 

For crucifixion is. a lingring death, 

Tis tedious e' er it ſtops the vital breath, 

Its pains are exquiſitely ſharp and long, 

And cauſes thirſt on the complainant's tongue, 
Saint Azdrew hung upon his croſs two days, 
The martyr's fleſh was meat for birds that preys ; 
They rather might be ſaid to ſtarve, than die, 


But JESsus was a true ſuſcipient here, 

He voluntary did his paſſion bear; 

He took up all. that that involv'd him in, 
To. make his ſoul. an offering for ſin, 

Tho? all his pains were ſupernatural, 

He learn'd obedience, and. bore em all; 

Tho' God had rais'd. them to intenſe degrees, 
T hat they might totally his wrath appeaſe: 
Adored love]! Oh wiſdom | to. contrive 
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| Tho ſome have fancy 'd, and ad too,. 
That I xsus in his ſuff Tings had a view z, | 
If not a perfect, yet a tranſient ſight, | 
Of that adored -God who dwells in light, 
To, comfort and ſupport his troubled ſpirit, 
That in the ſharpeſt agonies he felt. 


In preſence of that ever glorious face, 


De Way to Conqueſ. 55 
But. I conſider this, and thus diſpute, 64 
In order this opinion to confute: 

That tho' in Chrift two natures did appear, 
Myſterious join'd in his one perſon were, " 
Yet each, apart, their properties retain d, 

And incommutable each ſtill remain d. 

| As God, he is fupreme, and could command, 
As man, moſt humble as a ſubject ſtand ; 

As God, he is eternal, moſt ſublime, 

As man, commenſurable, made by time; 
And therefore, tho? the human and divine 
Natures unite, we cannot hence define, 
That in all inftances it muſt partake ' - 

Of the divine felicities —— or make 

An inference that carries any weight, 

To prove the argument as juſt or great, 
Theſe only are eſſential in God, 

To man communicated, ſhed. abroad; 

And if to this we may b' allow'd to add, 

That IEsus ſoul was with ſome virtues clad, 
Which could not well with ſuch a ſtate conſiſt, 
Where glorified ſpirits do exiſt : N 
Such are hope, deſires, and a mind ins 
To poverty of fpirit ſtrong inclin d. 

All which are ſeated in the foul, and do 
Suppoſe, that ſomething greater was his view: 
Thus was his preſent life a ſtate of merit, 
And his reward was glory to inherit ; 

His name exalted, and his kingdom ſuch, | 
Where none that maugre happineſs can lurel: 
He is the Lord of all the creatures made, 
And his commands by them muſt be obey' d; 
And becauſe this was made his recompenſe, | 
The fruits of his obedience now commence ; 
Therefore of conſequence it cou'd not be, 
The nat'ral efflux of the unity. EM 


- 


” 


Thus 


| Becauſe they do the greateſt love expreſs. 


| They could not ſatisfy, the wrath appeaſe; 
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Thus I diſcourſe, and to this purpoſe I 


The ſuff rings of my JESU deify; | 
Will honour them, by no means make them leſs, 


nd — — 


Alas! how was it poſſible, that he 
In height of joy ſhould feel ſuch miſery? 


On: the other e, ſome ſay, his ſoul muſt feel 


Upon the croſs, the tortures, pains of hell; 
That if his ſuff; rings had not ſuch degrees, 


But what reproves the one in their extream, 
Will alfo — this ſadder · ſeheme: 
For hope, that was our bleſſed Lord's fupport 
In this imperfect, to its perfect port, 

As it confeſſes imperfection here, = 
That's not conſiſtent with the glory . g 4 
So it excludes all notions of deſpair. . - 3 
Our deareſt Lord here ſuffer'd as a man, | 
As ſuch, he felt intolerable pain; = 
Sin only was excepted in the Son, 4 
W ho freed us from hell's s pains by what he' done; YN 
And merited, for his humanity, 7 
That heaven where he fits enthron'd on high, 

As th' head ſupreme o'er all his faithful, where, 

As members of him myſtically are ;. . 

And therefore here, the "life that he begun, 

Was but a pilgrimage that ſoon is gone ; 

A life that's ſubject to contingencies, . 

Not trimm'd with glories or felicities ; 

Much leſs was ever in that ſtate of hell, 

Or on his croſs thoſe formal virtues feel, 

Which only is the portion of all thole,, 

Who wilfully remain th' Almighty's. foes ; 
Becauſe he could not poſſibly deſpair, 

And without that, pray where doth hell appear ? 


But 
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But it is highly probable, that nge 

Might bear a load of an intenſe 10 85 

Beyond all human credibility. | 
W.. Es 


And now, behold the prieſt and ſacrifice 
Of all the world, upon the altar lies 
Bleeding and dying! So was reconcil'd, „ 
Th' offended father to the guilty child: . 
And here we ſee, he was array'd indeed, 
With ornaments that Aaron's robes exceed: 
The crown of thorns was here a mitre made, 
And Yoriouſly appeared on his head: EO 
The croſs, his paſt'ral ſtaff, on which to lean, 1 
Procures forgiveneſs, and will make us clenn 
The nails, x hich pierc'd his hands, as rings appear, 
Freſh hope creates, and baniſes deſpai: 
His fleſh, tho” raſed, chequer d red and blew, 
Inſtead of parti-colour'd robes he ſhew. 

But, as this object calls on man aloud, 
T'adore the goodneſs of a gracious God, 

To love and thank our ever deareſt Lord, 

So muſt it needs make fin to us abhorr'd; 

W hich in the eye of all the world became, 
Lo him a great amazement,. pain, and ſhame, 
When he engaged for our ſpots and ſtains, 
And in our ſtead endur'd the greateſt. pains, 
That we by demonſtration might ſee, 

Sin will bring death, and death our miſery : 
For if the-Son of God was not exempt, 


O ante r "thoſe, that treat God with amd? 
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VII. 


But here we ſee how ;aſtice did deſign _ 


To puniſh fin, how ſhew his wrath divine ; 
In repreſentments wonderful and great,” 

His hatred unto fin to demonſtrate ; 

In that he ſpared not his only ſon, 

When he became a conjunct perſon ; one 
Relative to the guilt, tho clean and pure, 


Vet did the puniſhment for fin endure, 


Tho? God in ſcripture has declar'd his will, 
That. none ſhould periſh for another's ill: 


By this he means his juſtice for to ſhew, 


And to diſplay his tender mercy too. 
That is, he will by no means curſe the ſon, 
For any crime or fault his father's done. 
But when a perſon ſhall deſire this, 2 
That cannot periſh, cannot do amiſs; 
When ſuch ſhall undertake for to exempt 
The guilty, and will undergo contempt 3 


When he who is a true ſuſcip'ent too, 
Shall to the guilty ſuch a mercy ſhew z 


Becauſe it ſhall in the event redound, 
Unto a good that's infinite, profound : 
*Tis no deflection from God's juſtice, ſure, 
T' excuſe the many for one only pure; 
Who alſo for that very act ſhall have 

A compenſation excellent and brave. 


We ſee, that for the ſin that Cham had done, 


The puniſhment deſcended on his fon ; 


And David's ſubjects by the plague did die, 


Becauſe their prince in numbers now cou'd vie, 


In all theſe cafes evil did deſcend, 
On perſons to the ſinner next of kind ; 
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And was a puniſhment for him to ſee, 

His crimes was puniſh'd in poſterity. 

If this was juſt, nor juſtice did deface, 

Much rather juſt is this our preſent caſe ; 
When by a contract, one ſhall undertake 

To quit, the guilty ſuffer for their fake. 
Thus, when the hand ſhall fteal the back is 


| [whipt, 
And for high treaſon, families are ſtript. | 
: VIII. 


But in our caſe all parties were agreed, 
And therefore none can here injuſtice plead ; 
God is the Lord ſupreme, his actions are 
The meaſure of his juſtice ; who ſhall dare 
To overhale his pact when once agreed, 

When man ſo much did a redeemer need. - 

Man ingulf d was indulg'd in fin and miſery, 

And I Es us ready was to ſet him free; | 

Thus ſureties de the obligation pay, 

When debtors are inſolvent, or delay; 

And wiſeſt nations puniſh or acquit, 

Pledges of contracts, ſureties for the debt. 

ChrIsT was a perſon competent for this, 

As might appear from what he did expreſs: 

He teſtifies that he had Pow'r alone, 

To take up life, at pleaſure lay it down ;. 

And therefore, as there nothing does appear, 

Againſt the moſt exacteſt juſtice here; 

Nor yet againſt the reaſon of all laws, 

Whoſe penalty the wilful breaker awes ; 

So does it magnify God's mercy ſtill, * 

In taking from weak man fo great an ill; 

Who of neceſſity could not endure, o 

Thoſe puniſhments his _ did here procure ; 
But 
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But ſubſtitutes His ton that man might be, 
From this deſerved obligation, free; 


So plentiful by God his mercy ſhow'rs j 
To make us his ſeverity rev ere 
Did fully on his ſon his wrath confere; 
Conſign'd hereby bis hatred. unto ſin, 
That man might never take delight therein; 
T' imprint ſuch characters of fear and love, 
That we might to his laws obedient prove: 
When famous Locr an Zeleucus of old, 

The effects of baſe diſhoneſt love was told; 
How families were ruin'd and undone, 
Eſtates poſſeſſed by a baſe born ſon; 
Whilſt the undoubted heir was diſpoſſeſt, 
Of what his Grandſirs many years was bleſt; 
To put a ſtop to ſuch a ſpurious race, 

And puniſh more the criminal embrace, 
He made a law, affix'd its penalt'es, 
And doom'd the adulterer to loſe his eyes. 


His only Son, the darling whom he lov'd, 


To whom his bowels in compaſſion mov'd, 
Was of this law the firſt tranſgreſſor prov'd. 
Sad fate! unhappy Son! yet parent kind; 
But as a judge to juſtice ſtrict inclin'd ; 

To temper both and other breakers awe, 
To give a greater ſanction to his law; 

Did voluntary from himſelf, pull one, 
And drew the other from the offending Son; 


So God with man hath ſome abatement made, 


And his diſpleaſure on our ſurety laid; 
His juſtice with his mercy did commute, 
And to his only Son, man's fins impute : 


Here juſtice, mercy too were both diſplay d, | 


Whew CHRIST a — tor lin was s made 


Not only from the: guilt, but from its pow! rs, \ 
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Te Way to Conqueſt. 
God was the arbitrator of the pact, . 
And CHRIS ſubmitted to't, and thus did if, 
O what an argument is this of faith, - 

That by his death, our fins remiſſion hath ! 
What an encouragement to hope is this, 

That God will never be to us remiſs; 

That as he has ſo good a work begun, 

To reconcile us by his only Son; 

So being reconcil'd with bim will give, 

All good things elſe that we can now receive. 
What an endearment's this for to approve, 
Of ſuch a demonſtration, ſuch a love? 

What an example to us is he made, 

To do, to love, that he may be obey'd ? 


IX. 
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Between two thieves the holy IEsus 3 
Er bree tedious hours, and thoſe hours long; 
WCloath'd with diſhonours, pains and agonies, 
|. All eminent, all great extremities ; 
WV ho yet had hope in God, whoſe chief delight | | 
Was placed in his darling favourite ; ; 
W hoſe ſoul's enchaſed with divinity, | 
One in the great myſter'ous trinity; 
Who was the incommunicable ſon, 
hat in the father's boſom dwelt alone; 
et had a cloud of miſery ſo black, 
\s to complain that God did him forſake 3 
his, like that ſhrouding canopy of light, 
Dy day was clouded, yet appear'd at night ; 
hen [PrePs ſons long deſart marches had, 
his light reviv'd the ſpirit that was fad, x 
1 . it gave, deere and made 


'em glad. 
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So God behind this cloud ſupports his = { 


Stood _ to receive to union, 
The holy JIEsus when his work was done. 
In this deſertion that appear d fo fad, 


His ſoul no doubt internal comforts bad; 1 
Proceeding from a thought of that great grace, 5 
He ſhou'd procure for fallen Adam's race; By 
That many of them excellent wou'd prove, a 
And be adopted in his father's love; - 
Shou'd imitate him in his graces here, Ss 7 


And of his great and future glories ſhare ; , 
Who, over all our ſorrows here preſides, 9 
And by his ſpirit all his faithful guides; ; 4 
That tho' he trod the way himſelf in pains, BM} 
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He makes it to our ſpirits ſweet as canes, 
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In all theſe torments, all his a here, | 
He breaths forth nothing. but an humble prayer; 
Tho' all his agonies were ſharp and keen, 
Yet he was all reſigned, all ſerene; 

He repreſents his forrows and his needs, 
Unto his father for his foes he pleads ; 

Not the leaſt accent of a murmur here, 

But an inceſſant charitable pray'r: 

So powerful: was this, that this alone, 

Soon found acceptance at the father's throne ; 

It touch'd the great compaſſionated ear, 
And thouſands to his faith converted were; 
Thus has he taught his members to forgive, 
The greateſt injuries they may receive; 

In doing ſo we many times procure, i 


Servants to God, and friendſhips make ſecure. 


G , , TTY - 


XI. 


and promis'd him to day a paradiſe, 
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Of thofe two thieves that crucified were, 
The one blaſphem'd, of mercy did deſpair ; 
The other, conſcious that he had tranſgrefs'd, 
Reproves his brother, modeſtly confeſs d; 
They ſuffer'd juſtly what their crimes deſerv'd, * 
But JIxsus from the laws had never ſwerv'd; | 
Then reprimands his horrid blaſphemy, 
And chides him for his infidelity ; 
W Bids him no longer his invectives lay, 
Nor more againſt ſuch innocence inveigh ; 
But ſupplicates his crucified king, 
And begs but modeſtly, one only thing; 
WA bare remembrance in his kingdom, where 
e ſhou'd in royal majeſty appear; | 
e who was touch'd with man's infirmities, 


o his requeſt as readily complies, 


XII. 


Near to the croſs the virgin-mother ftood, 
And ſaw old Simeon's prophecy made good; 
dtood without clamour, noife, or womens fears, 

Hut ſad and filent, modeſt was her tears 7 
Peep as the waters of the great abyſs, 

Net ſmooth as the pools where ſilent water is, 

'ull of love, of patience, ſorrow, hope, 

ach virtue here had an extenſive ſcope. 

his was that ſword that ſhould her foul 


[divide, 


a | 
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nd ſurely now ſhe ſaw it verify'd) 
be faw that head which mothers care had bound, 
ow crampt with knotted thorns encirel d round. 
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Thoſe lips and cheeks which ſhe in love had kiſo d, 
She ſaw beſmear d and ſmitten with a fiſt ; 

That virgin body that ſo oft had lain 

Acroſs her knees, is treated with diſdainß; 

Thoſe nerves which ſhe ſo tenderly had nurs'd, 
Are now extended, violently forc d: 

Now was ſhe put to't, now the uſe was made, 

Of thoſe diſcourſes by her ſon once ſaid; 

Which he had uſed to prepare her way, 

Againſt the coming of this dreadful day ; 

Who had her meeker ſpirit fortify'd, 

To ſtem the torrent of this mighty tide, 

Now 'twas ſhe felt the bleſſed ſtrength of faith, 

And from the griefs of th' paſſion reſts in death. 

Her holy expectation now begun, 

The certain reſurrection of her ſon, . 

Were pleaſing ſubjects that ſhe thought upon. 
This hope had drawn before her grief a veil, 

Tho' this was great, her love did more prevail; 

Tho great, exceſſive great muſt be her grief, 
Yet ſee *twas calmed by a great relief : 

(O glorious pow'r of faith, by which we ftand, 
By which we hope to reach the promis'd land; 
By which endure the ſhocks we meet with here, 
And bravely conquer what the faithlefs fear) 

So had the ſon before his face a veil, 
To teach the members in his churches pale ; 
To draw a curtain o'er, the paſſion ſcreen, 


And qven it greater than man's crimes have been, 


Stand ſtill my pen, my wond'ring ſoul is brought, 
To own its greatneſs is beyond all thought ; 
What tongue can utter, or what mouth confeſs, 


That mighty love this paſſion did expreſs; 
Adore and wonder with humility, 


But lay aſide all curioſity ; ; 
: Touch 
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Touch not the veil that s drawn before his eyes, 
But view him at the gates. of paradiſe ; | 
Breathing ſuch ſalutary words as theſe, 

Unfold ye doors, I come my ſaints to eaſe ; 

Ye gates celeſtial erected be, 


That 12 their king, their long d for king may ſee. 


The Prayer. 


J. 


Of 3 who for our ſakes didſt fuffer 


incomparable anguiſh and pains, equal to 
thy love and our miſeries, which were infinite, 


that thou mighteſt purchaſe for us bleſſings upon 
earth, and an inheritance in heaven ; diſpoſe us 
by love, thankfulneſs, humility and obedience, to 
receive all the benefits of thy paſſion, granting 
unto us and thy whole church, remiſſion of all 
our ſins, integrity of mind, health of body, com- 
petent maintenance, peace in our days, a tem- 
perate air, fruitfulneſs of the earth, unity and 
integrity of faith, extirpation 'of hereſies, recon- 
cilement of hiſs, deſtruction of all wicked 
councils intended againſt us, and bind the hands 
of rapine and ſacrilege, that they may not deſtroy 
the vintage, and root up the vine itſelf. Multiply 
thy bleſſings upon us ſweeteſt IEsUs, increaſe in 
us true religion, ſincere and actual devotion in 
our prayers, patience in troubles, and whatſoever 
is neceſſary to our ſouls health, or conducing to 
thy glory. Amen. 
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and ſhame, and a burthen too great for me to 
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=. II. 


O deareſt Saviour, I adore thy mercies and 
thy incomparable Love expreſs'd in thy ſo vo. 
luntary undertaking, and affectionate ſuffering 
ſuch horrid and ſad tortures, which cannot be re- 
membred without a ſad compaſſion ; the waters 
of bitterneſs entred into thy ſoul, and the ſtorms 
of death and thy father's anger broke thee all in 
pieces. And what ſhall I do, who by my fins 
have fo tormented my deareſt Lord? What con- 
trition can be great enough ? what tears ſufficient- 
ly expreſſive? what hatred and deteſtation of my 
crimes can be equal to thoſe fad accidents which 
they have produc'd? Pity me, O Lord, pity me 
deareſt God; turn thoſe thy merciful eyes to- 
wards me, O moſt merciful redeemer, for m 
ſins are great, like unto thy paſſion, full of forrow 


bear. Lord, who haſt done ſo much for me, now 
only ſpeak the word, and thy ſervant ſhall be 
whole. Let thy wounds heal me, thy virtues 
amend me, thy death quicken me; that in this 
Life, ſuffering the croſs of a fad, but healthful re- 
pentance, in the union and merits of thy croſs 
and paſſion, may die with thee, and reſt with 
thee, and riſe again with thee, and live with 
thee for ever, in the poſſeſſion of thy glories, O 
deareſt Saviour JEsUs. Amen. 
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The Hiſtory of his Reſurrection. 


EF. | 
PHE Crouds diſpers'd, his pious friends“ 
org] X fſappear, 
ä His ſacred body for the grave prepare, 1 
ö In linen wrap it decent to inter 5 


5 In ſepulchre of ſtone the Lord is laid, 
8 And he is now entomb'd: that all things made; 
With double guard, fecure with fignet ſeal'd, 
A ſtone roll'd ore leaſt he ſhouꝰd be coneeal'd,  -. 
Ye inveterate foes, the Impoſture you will know, 
He'll ſoon again his Godlike power fn -:; 
| Be brave his ſaints, nor ſhudder at the view, 
Of all the pains your bleſſed maſter knee 
Behold him like a victor going on, IF 
Tho! to the confines of the grave he's gone; 
Hell's darkeſt council: tho? in ſecret in. 
Nor death's ftrong bands, nor graves can him on L 
| [ ne; 
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He all his foes conſpiring ſtrength defies, 
And wills his time that he intends to riſe, 


II. 


The ſabbath paſt, or &er the chearful ſun, 
Could ſhew his face, his daily courſe to run ; 
The holy women haſten to the grave, 
Love anſwer'd all objections they might have; 
| 0 
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No womens fears, no dangers them retard, 
No ſcheme they laid how they ſhould. paſs the 


| e [guard ; 
But full of zeal, they haſten to the tomb, 
With'balm and ſpice and holy. love's perfume ; 
They thought not who the ſtone ſhall. roll away, 
Nor fear'd the darkneſs of the twylight daß; 
Reſolv'd they were, and ſure they thought to find, 
For all miſtruſts and fears was left behind. 
How various ways did God expreſs his love? 
How foon can he all difficulties move? 
He makes an earthquake to prepare his way, 
Unrivals &ery ſcheme his foes can lay ; 
In oppoſition to his ſacred will, 
W hoſe power can his purpoſes fulfill. 
In ſhining pomp his harbinger appears, 
Affrights the guard, who quit their poſt in fears: 
W hoſe lovely countenance as lightning ſhone, 
White as the light, the raiment he had on; 
For fear of whom the keepers trembling ſtood, 
As lifeleſs ſeem'd, ſo chill became the blood; 
This holy meſſenger had mov d the ſtone, 
And as a better guard he fat thereon ; 
The women came, oh unexpected view! 
They ſaw indeed, but ſaw not him they knew; 
'T hey ſaw the ſtone, the tomb unboſom'd, where 
The pious Joſeph made his ſepulchre : 
k with amazement, who ſhould move him 
n Ithence, 
What malice could have any ſuch pretence; 
In penſtve poſtures here the women ſtands, 
In doubts and fears, they wring their lifted hands; 
While from their eyes deſcend the pearly tears, 
Expreſſive of their loſs, their mournful cares; 
In this concern they on each other look, 
Each countenance was t'others * 
ole 


4 


Who now like guardian comforters appear, 
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Whoſe final judgment tells them what to do, U 
What way to take, what method to purſue. 
Confuſed thus, fron Magdalene returns Cy 
(The loſs ant abſence of her maſter Ho 
To his diſciples ſhe relates her tale, 

While they the unexpected news bewail; 
Alas! ſhe faid, and hen ſhe ſigh'd and wept, 
The tomb was open'd whilſt the ſoldiers ſlept ; 
My maſter's body is from thence convey'd, | 
And none I know will tell me where tis laid; 
Then Peter ſpirited by Mary's tears, 4 
Runs to the tomb *twixt hopes and panick fears; 
And nimbler trips the maſter's fav'rite John, 
Who when they came they found the body gone. 
Thus love and zeal a diſappointment found, 

Which gave to faith and hope the deepeſt wound; ; 
Now Magdalene returns in haſte to ſee,- 

Her female conſorts that ſtill weeping be. | 
Long had they watch'd, long mourners been in 
vain, 
But e er they left the tomb they look'd 0 ; 
And trembling as they ſtoop'd, to their ſurprize, 
They ſaw (but hardly ode believe their eyes) 
Two angels fitting at the head and feet, 

In raiment white, their countenances ſweet; 

To whom they bow'd, yet knew not what it 
meant, 
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Or why theſe angel meſſengers was ſent ; 


Bids em take courage and diſmiſs their fear; 
One tells them that their Lord aroſe that morn, 
And by his pow'r from thence himſelf had borne z 
With language ſoft, their words endearing kind, 
Charm'd well the ear and moves the as. 


Why 
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Why ſeek ye him that lives the other ſaid, 
He's riſen, ſhort his ſtay among the dead, 
Come ſee the place where once your Lord was 
| laid, 
If ye ſeek IE sus! ſee, he is not here, 
- To find him go, to Gallilee repair, 
Lo! as he told you, ye will meet him there. 
As Mary turn'd in order to depart, 
A ſolemn fear and love poſſeſt her heart; 
Each paſſion in its turn affects the mind, 
Fear frights and terrifies, love made her blind, 
For while ſhe thought, her Lord appear'd behind, 
Suppoling twas the gard'ner him addreſt, 
In words like theſe, her juſt concern expreſt ; 
Dear fir—if you have tan my Lord from hence, 
Pray tell me where, and I will bear him thence. 
The tender JESUS, who compaſſion bore 
Had ſeen her love and penitence before, 
Then called Mary, and her fears was o'er, 
His voice ſhe knew, and thought her joy compleat, 
She proſtrate falls and ſtrives to kiſs his feet; 
His feet, from whom ſuch mercies ſhe receiv'd, 


But God commands, and he muſt be obey'd, 
Or adoration is not truly paid; 

He tries her love by methods of his own, 

For by obedience tis expreſt and known; 

Go, tell my brethren that you have ſeen, 

And with your eyes beheld the maſter's mein; 
Tell them, that I my promiſe will compleat; 
And, as J ſaid, in Gallilee them meet: | 
Say, I aſcend unto my God and yours, 

That has endow'd me with ſuch mighty pow'rs. 
With fear and joy the women left the tomb, 


And brought theſe words to his diſciples home. 
| But 


W hoſe wanted preſence ſhe ſo long had griev'd; 
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But their narration ſeem'd as talk confus'd, 

Such only as fantaſtick perſons us'd, | 
As women that's impos'd on, banter'd, or abus'd. 


III. 


Near to this time to Simon he appears, 
Whoſe preſence diſſipated all his fears; 
Tho' John was his intire favourite, 
Vet tender to him is the ſpirit contrite; 
To comfort that he never fails to do, 
Nor any one that for his favours ſue; 
Before this day its nat'ral length had run, 
Before the us'al ſetting of the ſun; 
As two diſciples walked full of care, 
(For quietude to Emmars repair) 
Diſconſolate diſcourſing what had paſt, 
What deed Feruſalem had done at laſt: 
How J ESsus by their prieſts was put to death, 
On whom they fix'd the object of their faith; 
In whom they truſted ae! ſhou'd fave, 
But was become a ſubject of the grave ; 
With theſe he makes a third in company, 
And ſoon upbraids their incredulity ; ; 
Diſcourſes from the ſcriptures, proves it plain, 
That CHRIST muſt ſuffer ſo, ariſe again; 
This done, it drawing near the cloſe of day, 
He feign'd to go, they courted him to ſtay; 
An hearty welcome and a table ſpread, 
With neceſſary food, with wholſome bread ; 
Who, as his cuſtom was, when e'ere he cat, 
Adored God, then ſanctify'd the meat. 
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72 The Great Example: Or, 
In which great action they behold his mein; 
Convinc'd they ſtood, this was their Lord rene, 
But while they thought he ceaſed to be ſeen. 
Strait then they to Feruſalem repair'd, 

And told the reſt, the Lord to them appear'd 
Who being in a private room retir'd, 


i The doors cloſe ſhut, no company's deſir d; 
1 Leſt an un welcome foe or falſer friend, 

| 14 Should them or their adherents apprehend. 
i To this aſſembly, all fave Thomas came, 

| He fill remains as at the firſt, the ſame. 

| 


Midft all their troubles and their anxious care, 
Behold their Lord amidſt them does appear. 
This ſtruck 'em into wonder and ſurprize, 
They thought ſome angel had aſſum'd his guiſe; 
Which he perceiv'd, does them as ſoon convince, 
By the acute philoſophy of ſenſe; 
Behold my hands, here feel my ſide, my feet, 
A ſpirit has not fleſh and bones compleat; 
N "Theſe words of his their frighted ſouls revive, 
EE - TT hey joy to ſee their dead again alive,; 
=_— . * I was here that he was pleas'd on them to breath, 
Bids them at once the Holy. Ghoſt receive. 
Endows them now with power from on high, 


On this ſame day, as evening drew near, 


PCC eee 


To preach his word all wickedneſs defy, 

That ſo he might his promiſe verify. 

Gives them his keys to bind and to unlooſe, | 

Them to caſt out that diſcipline refuſe ; 

All this was told to Thomas, but in vain, 

For he in unbelief will {till remain ; 

Pill in his hands the print of th' nails cou'd fee, 

He would not be convinced that *twas he; 

Till he might thruſt his hand into his fide, 

And with his fingers ev'ry hole divide: | 
| Will 
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Will demonſtration, Thomas, thee convince? 
Will nothing do but ſuch an evidence? 

Will no narration elſe the man retrieve ? 
No nothing but ſenſation he'll believe. 

Behold the — IJEsus then appears, 

To ring conviction loudly in his ears; 

To demonſtrate but ſhortly to reprove 

His unbelief to animate his love; 2 
Twas on the Octaves of their ſolemn feaſt, 
When Thomas preſent was amongſt the reſt ; 

He bids him reach his hand that he might guide, 
His fingers ſo that they might feel his fide ; \ 
dee ſt thou my hands, the holes that's in my feet, 
Each wound. remains as at the firſt replete ; | 
| Be not thou faithleſs, but in me believe, 

That they who ſee not, may this truth receive; 
Convinc'd he ſtood, aſtoniſh'd at bis word, 5 
And inſtantly cries out, my God! my Lord 

That this was truth, no phantom, wild conceite, 
He ſaw, he felt him, fleſh and bones compleat. 


„ | 1 


But when the Lord his firſt appearance made, 
The holy women private audience had ; | 


By them he ſends his orders where to meet; 
The time and place his promiſe to compleat ; 
His Meſſage to them was, they ſhould repair 
To Gallilee, for he would nreet em there: 
And here adjacent to Tibera's ſhore, 
Did Peter fiſh with ſix diſciples more 
All night they toil'd, but met with no ſucceſs, 
No providence as yet their needs redreſs ; 


1 2 Till 
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Till morning's light or near the break of day, 
A man appeared drawing near the fea ; 

Who undertook to teach the net to guide, 
Which way to throw it, this or t'other ſide; 
Which having done, they caught near ſeven ſcore, 
A draught to great to get the net to ſhore; 

By ſuch a miracle ſaint Jahn perceiv'd, 

*T was JEsUs that had now their wants reliev'd, 
At which faint Peter plung'd into the ſea, 

To meet his maſter, who ſhou'd ſay him nay ; 
The reſt with ſpeed ſoon made their way to land, 
All hands aloft, all lend a helping hand; 
Where finding fire, utenſils compleat, 

Alike invited ſet em down to eat; 

My ſirs, ſays he, your welcome here to dine, 

I am your ſhepherd, you the ſheep are mine; 
No doubt this put them in a great ſurprize, 

To ſee a man aſſume their maſter's guile ;, 
They thought *twas Jesvs, and perceiv'd it now, 
And yet not one durſt ask him, who art thou 
Thus providence in all our ſtraights and cares, 
Sufficiently provides, ſuffic'ency prepares; 

The dinner over, nature ſatisfy'd, 

To Simon, ſon of Jonas he apply'd ; 

Thrice puts the queſtion, Peter low ſt thou me, 
More than theſe brethren that here preſent be? 
Like a good ſheppard careful o'er his flock, 
Providing for *em. neceſſary ſtock. 

He knew that Peter was ur debt to him, 

W hich he was willing to transfer on them ; 
On them his ſcatter*'d' lock, diſtreſſed ſheep, 
Which he enjoins him both to feed and keep- 
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Soon after this a proper time he ſet, 

For all that wow'd or cou'd, together met; 

i A certain mountain's nam'd in Gallilee, 
a Where all the breth'ren might his perſon ſee; 

This was that ſolemn publick meeting where, 
ö He viſibly to hundreds did appear. 
But as in publick meetings oft we ſee, 
All do not in the ſtated point agree: 
do here it was, for ſome began to doubt, 
Their reaſon cou'd not find the miſt'ry out: 
Thus men conclude that things cannot be true, 
Becauſe they cannot apprehend it ſo; 
But if they wou'd ſuſpend their judgments till; 
They bring them to the teſt, revealed will; 
Then they wou'd ſee, it plainly wou'd appear, 
That God is wiſe, and men weak reas' ners are. 
Twas here he did the eleven apoſtles meet, 
'Twas here they all their ſacred maſter greet; 
'T was now he them with full commiſſion ſent, 
T' adviſe the willing nations to repent; 
To preach forgiveneſs in his bleſſed name, 
And by perſwaſive motives them reclaim; 
Aſſuring that his ſpirit ſhou'd attend, 
Them and his Church until the world ſhou'd end- 
He gives em power miracles to do,. ? 


And all defects in nature to renew, 

Vea all the formidable force of hell ſubdue: 

He ſends *em forth in poor and humble guiſe, 
To teach all nations, in his name baptize; 
And inſtitutes an ord'nance to convey... 

His means of grace, a power to obey :_ 
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| 76 
The ſtated doctrines in his ſermons taught: 
By which they ſhou'd be to perfection brought: 


[ ' This done—he leads them to mount Olivet, 
{| And there reminds them, bids em not forget; 
J | His promiſe to them. which he'd verify, 
it And them endow with power from on high: 
While thus he commun'd of his kingdoms plight, 
He _ Behold. a cloud. receives him from their ſight, 
I! i 2 
i! | | 
I. Triumphant he aſcended. up to heaven, 
ws And as they gaz'd two comforters were given; 
HE Aſſuring them that J ESUs they ſhould ſee, | 
1; 0 Deſcend again in robes of majeſty ;. 
SH With thouſands; end ten thouſands in his train, 
_ Come IEsu come, let us with thee remain. 
35; * 
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The Accidents happening in the interval 
after the Death of IEsus, until bis 


Reſiirrection. 


I. 


HE holy IESsus promiſed the thief, 
To day a paradiſe, from pain relief; 
A promiſe that felicity implies, 

Tho? not his kingdom of completer joys ; 
TY interior doors of thoſe receſſes were 


Cloſe ſhut until our Lord had enter d there: 


No habitation there for men * was found, 
Till Jz$vs in. humanity was crown'd ; 
Yet where he was, was reſt, to ſay no more,, 
His penal and afflictive life was o'er: 

All that was finifh'd on the painful tree, 
For peace and reſt's in his ſociety; _ 
This promiſe to make good, to verify, 
E'er JEsus had aſcended up on high: 

He firſt deſcends into the grave, to hell, 

Or manſions of abode where ſpirits dwell; 


It is certain (ſays Dr. Taylor) that no ſoul could enter 
into glory before our Lord enter'd, by whom we hope 
to have acceſs; ſo it is moſt agreeable to the proportion. of 
the myſteries of our redemption, that we believe the 
enterance into glory to have been made by our Lord at. 
kis glorious aſcention, and that his ſoul went not. thither- 
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78 The Great Example: Or, 
To paradiſe, that incompleter ſtate, 
Which he in David's words does well relate; 
Victorious now, he now exerts the God, 
To Lucifer gives limits of abode, 
And makes dominions, thrones, all ſubject to his 
| nod, 

But to confirm this article to man, 
Let us from ſcripture take what light we can; 
As alſs from our creed th apoſtles faith, 
And give good heed to what St. Peter faith.. 
Prophets of old had many Viſions given, 
In which they ſaw fome glimerings of heav'n; 
Twice raptur'd thither was the great St. Paul, 
And heard ſuch words his thought could not recall. 
Some ſmall ideas he cou'd ftill retain, 
But what they were, he could not now explain; 
T was thither patriarchs and prophets went, 
Here Lazarus ſoul. ſome time was pent ; 
Here ancient fathers had ſome ages been, 
Pris' ners of hope, * no conſtant joy had ſeen ; 

; But 


before then, to come back again, to be contracted into 
the ſpan of humanity, and dwell forty days in his body 
upon earth. But that he ſhould return from paradiſe, 
that is, from the common receptacle of departed ſpirits 
who died in the love of God to earth again, had in it no 
leſſening of his condition, fince himſelf in mercy call'd 
Lazarus back from thence, and ſome others alſo return- 
ed to live a life of. grace, which in all ſenſes i is leſs than 
the leaſt of glories. 


* Tertullian aſſerts, that till the voice of the arch-an- 
gel be heard, and as long as Chriſt fits at the tight hand 
of his father, making interceſſion for the church, ſo long 
blefled ſou!s muſt expect the aſſemb ing of their brethren 


the great congregation of che Church, that they may all 


paſs from their outward courts into the inward taberna: 


cle, the Holy of Holies, to the throne of Gad. 


Abe Way to Conqueſt. 79 
But in theſe gloomy darkſome priſons lay, 
Waiting to ſee the great Meſſia's day: 
Theſe were their paradiſe illuſtrious made, 
By frequent viſits here, which angels paid : = 
With certain ſhowers theſe refreſhed were, 
Sufficient to ſupport the ſpirits here, 
Until the promis'd $hils ſhou'd appear. 
Ye undiſcerned manſions of abode, | 
Whoſe founder is Fehovah, Iſs God; 
Wherein inhabit all departed ſouls, | 
Shew to my muſe the ſcenes, your gates unfold ; 
To Adam's ſons, when what we call grim death, 
Shall put a total ſtoppage to their breath; 
When ſouls ſhall from their bodies ſeperate, 
And after meet in an eternal ſtate. 
The mortal part deſcending into earth, 5 
Until the trumpet's ſound ſhall call it forth, 
But the immortal unto God, who gave it birth. 
By angels carry'd to thoſe manſions * were, 
They are reſerv'd—either in hope—or fear: 
; Reſerv'd I fay— untill the day of doom, 
TH appointed day of retribution come; 
When the Almighty will his angels fend, , | 
Around the world, when all muſt them attend 
When thoſe that ſleep within the grave ſhall riſe, - 
Wak'd by his voice, who comes not in — "6 

ur 
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+ Dr. Scat in his Chriſtian Life ſays, that good and 
bad ſpirits are by the eternal laws of the other world di- 
tributed into two ſeperate Nations, and there live apart 
trom one another, having no other communication or 
intercourſe, but what is between two hoſtile countries, 
that are continmlly deſigning and attempting one againſt 
another; ſo that when wicked ſouls do leave this terreſti- 
al abode and paſs into eternity, they are preſently incor- 
porated by the laws of that inviſible ſtate into the Nation 

af wicked ſpirits, 


80 The Great Example : Or, 
But comes attended. with his thouſands more, - 
Of ſaints who liv'd in ages heretofore . 

Before him then the habitable world, 

Will fly away, be into nothing hurl'd ; | 
Then ſwiftly will the tumid hills retreat, | 
And in their flight themſelves to pieces beat, 0 
While th' elements will melt with fervent heat. 
The wat' ry ouſe will open wide her womb, 
And as in travel all her dead untomb; 

The earth on fire will to aſnes burn, 

And Phænix like, another world return. 

Till then will good men be at reſt and peace, 
While intuitive hopes their joy increaſe; 

Their works do follow them as ſaith the ſpirit, 
And they the effects of thoſe good works inherit: 
Here holy men and women do converſe, 
And to each other ev'ry good rehearſe; 


They ceaſe not day nor night to chant and ſing, 


Their Hallelyahs to th' eternal king. 

All hail to thee thou place of eminence, 

Thou Abram's boſom in the ſcriptures ſenſe; 

Whoſe pleaſures made the faithful heroes go, 

- Undaunted to the ſtake and court the blow ; 
To theſe receptacles, this happy ſtate, 

This antepaſt of reſt, tho incomplete; 

The holy ever bleſſed Jzsvs went, 

And took with him the happy penitent. 

Soon as the mighty conqueror arriv'd, 

The fathers long expected hopes reviv'd-; 

In ev'ry there, a pleaſing joy was ſeen, 

All ſpirits well compos'd, Ki minds ſerene; 

Fit to receive the gloridus God of light, 

Or th' emanations of his holy ſp'rit; _ 
To whom he preaches in theſe peaceful cells, 

And what his paſſion purchaſed now tells. 


The 


The Way to Conqueſt. 81 
The ſecrets of his kingdom he reveal'd, 755 
And taught them things from ages paſt conceal'd, q 
What in their law was typify'd and veil'd. * 
But now communicates his greater rays, 
Of light and hope, a clearer ſight conveys; 
He bids them look up to his purchaſe made, 
Thoſe endleſs glories he procur'd, diſplay d; 
And makes the term and object of their hope, 
His ſecond coming oh extenſive ſcope | 
This former promiſe being now perform'd, 
Unto a larger joy their hopes transform'd; 
Changing the object, better'd much their ſtate,  - 
Their comforts greater, tho' ſtill incomplete. 
Moſt ſure it is the places differ far, 1 
Where good men go, and where the wicked are. 
In peaceful manſions holy men do reſt, 3 
With light and joy, and holy Nas poſſeſt; 
Their labours ended are ſecure from pain, ; 
Refreſh'd by him who can their hopes ſuſtain z 
His ſpirit that ſuppert2d them with grace, Ei. 
Whilſt on the earth now ſhews a brighter face ; 
Communicating greater rays of light, 
That's more intelligible to the ſp'rit. * 
They now with bleſſed angels do converſe, 
And with that choir joy ful ſongs rehearſe. 
| They ſee what dangers they have paſſed o'er, 
And do the methods of that love adore : 
They ſee tho? darkly that adored face, 
Which to behold is life, and joy, and peace, [ 
\nd bleſs and thank him for his aids of grace. 
hey hope and long for that expected day, 
hen God in CHRIST his glory ſhall diſplay. 
but what amazement ! Horror and deſpair, 
uſt fill that place, where no ſuch bleſſings are, | 
Vhere neither light; or joy, or any hopes appear. 
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82 The Great Example: Or, 
Who fear that day, and know *twill come at laſt, 
And dread the ſentence which will then be paſt; 

T hoſe dreadful apprehenſions ſo torment, | 
And fills em full of horror—diſcontent, 

But happy they —— who thro' their paradiſe, 
Do pals to greater, to eternal joys ; 

Who from their bleſſed hopes ſhall go to hear, 
'T hat gentler ſentence, grateful to the ear ; 
Which that we may obtain and be ſecure, 
Preſerve us here O God! and evermore. 


II. 


No ſooner had the Lord reſign'd in death, 
Unto his father — his immortal breath; 
But th' temple rent, the angel guardians there, | 
Retire from—deſert the houſe of pray'r, 
The rites of {ſes now were open laid, | 


Th' incloſures which the tabernacle had, 
Were now diſpark'd her former glory fled. 


— 


The earth too trembled, graves were open'd wide, 
Darkneſs appear d, the ſun his face did hide; 
The old religiot ſhaking with the earth, 
Reſembled chaos whence came all things forth ; 
She ſure had fail'd hex children to ſupport, 

And Jerets church had to contempt been brought ; 
Her ſynagogue inglorious had lain, 


And ſhe a very great reproach ſuſtain : 


But God, by whom the univerſe was ſtaid, 
Who loveth order in the things he made; 
Reſerves her rites --- types --- ceremonial, 
To a more honourable burial ; | 

Yet in theſe ſymbols they were changed fo, 
That they into a new dominion go. 


Ol things are paſt away from their firſt 5 


And reckon'd are as in the new creation; 
| a 1 


The Way to Conqueſt. 93 
The heavens unto CxR1sT ſubjection owe, 

And all the earth muſt to his ſcepter bow; 

All ſerve in order to his ends of grace, 

And nature now ſurrenders, gives him place; 

She now beholds the power of her king, 

Who claims a right to govern ev'ry thing; 

Asks and demands the Pſalmiſt's language here, 
Poſſeſs the heathen, rule her utmoſt ſphere. 

Tho' ſome who ſaw the paſſion griev d and mourn'd, 
And ſmote their breaſts and piouſly return'd ; 

Tho? rocks did ſplit, and prodigies appear'd, 

And earth thus fhock'd, her deſolation fear d: 

Vet ſtill the high prieſt obſtinate does prove, 

His heart untouch'd with either fear or love; 
This was an emblem of that day to come, 

The terrible, but ſolemn day of doom. 
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III 
Tho” at his death the graves did open wide, 
de, vet there, the bodies of the ſaints reſide ; 

Until the Lord himſelf to life aroſe, 

The bands of death his ſervants ſtill incloſe : 
hut when the firſt fruits, fountain of their joys, 
\roſe embody'd, then his ſaints ariſe; 
he grave no longer cou'd their duſt confine, 
But ev'ry particle thereof refign ; A 
he living then a living witneſs were, 

Who ſaw their friends, embodied appear; 

Lo whom no doubt without the leaſt diſguiſe, 

Declar'd by virtue of what power riſe: 8 

) God our ſtrength, how wonderful art thou, 

an to convince, thy. wonders thus to ſhew, 

hat fin, death, hell, and grave, ſhou'd all thy | 

[power know i 
This 
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This calling from the dead, the ſaints of old 
Did manifeſt what thy predictions told; 

That thou woud'ſt firſt ariſe, and after thee, 
Thy faithful from the dead ſhou'd raiſed be. 
What plainer demonſtration cou'd man have, 
Than ſuch a living witneſs from the grave ? 
What fuller proofs his reaſon to convince, 
Than what is evident to common ſenſe ? 


— TC 


IV. 


. ( 


The ſoldiers now perceiving he was dead, 
Who heard his laſt, and ſaw him bow his head; 
One full of ſpite (what will revenge not do, 
When private men their paſſion ſhall purſue?) 
Did with a ſpear his holy veins divide, 

That blood and water guſhed from his ſide. 
How ineffective had his malice been, 

Had wiſdom not his great deſigns therein? 

Who makes of this a fountain never dry, 
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That ſtreams forth water that can. purify, 

And blood that will as nutriment ſupply. 

Such was that love the ſon of God expreſt, 
And ftill diffuſeth in the faithful breaſt : 

Here did he open to his church a gate, 

To let each member in his heart a ſeat. 

As our firſt mother taken was. from man, 

So from our Lord's, our mother church began; 
From him receives both life and fpirit'al food, 

The proper reflux flowing from his blood ; 
In him we know his church doth live and move, 

Her very being's owing to his love. 
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V. 


This done, his friends the ſacred body crave, 
Decent compoſe it for the ſilent grave; | 
To ſcreen his corpſe from lewd and impious eyes, 
A linen cloth the good ' deſign ſupplies. 

And as the Jewiſh ancient cuſtoms were, 
T hey piouſly their beſt perfumes prepare, | 
Firſt waſh'd, condited it in order to inter. 

And here, as ancient fathers have obſerv d,. 
The debt was paid, that fin had long deſerv'd ; _ 
'T was here the fon of man did firft tranſgreſs, 
And here God-man fulfill'd all righteouſneſs. 
Within this plot was the requital made, _ 
Man ſinn'd at firſt in Eden's pleaſant ſhade, | 


} 


And in that garden now the ſon of man was laid. 

To repreſent that by his death we are 

Return'd to paradiſe her fruits to ſhare ; 8 
Where in all hearts, in ev'ry breaſt muſt move, 
The ſoul of unity, the ſoul of love. 


. 

And now it was theſe manſions of abode, 
Behold the preſence of th* incarnate Gd; 
Whoſe long expected, dreaded viſit there, 

3 {WP roduc'd at once the greateſt joy and fear, 

That ever happen'd fince the morning ſtars, 
Left their firſt ſtate for their inteſtine wars; 

e, Lord, what a ſcene of joy was open'd here, 
When great Meſſiah did at firſt appear! 
When holy men ſaw their redeemer's face, 
Who came t' improve their hopes, their joy increaſe ! 
They who had long been priſoners of hope, 
Have now a better view, a larger ſcope, 


V. K 2 Now 
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Now is theit5 175 intelligent and clear, 
And nod allt their expecta tions are, uchi 
When they beheld the re of all their hopes 

| - i135 i tr +Ifþf 3 [appear 
Like men N forgiven after ſentence" paſt; * 

W hoſe long · expected j joys arrive at laſt. 

But ah ! how other ſpirits are amy d, 

To ſee this light er black empire invade; 

W hoſe preſence ſhone, while their dark manſions 

Were 
Fill'd with confuſion, horror, and deſpair Ling 
Struck with amazement at this dreaded fight, 
The ſons of darkneſs ſhun the ſon of light; 

They wonder how a man durſt there appear, 
Or if a God, how death cou'd ſend him there, 
Thus did the Lord with power deſcend to hell, 
To thoſe receptacles where ſpirits dwell ; 

His penal and afflictive work now done, | 
Upon his glorious triumphs enters on; 

He opens'and he ſhuts thoſe priſon doors, 

Of death, the grave, and hell's uſurping pow'rs, 
Thus has our bleſſed maſter led the way, 

And ſtep by ſtep has taught us how we may, 
Paſs thro' the grave to peaceful paradiſe, 

And enter into more compleater Joys. 


VII. 


And now the ever bleſſed JE sus feels 
Th effects his paſſion to his ſervants yields ; 
Now ev'ry pain which on the croſs he bore, 
Returns in comforts on him ev'ry hour. 

As when the ſun's refleQtive light and heat 
Is turned back, and does its angle meet, | 
Its rays are brighter, warmer the retreat, 
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So did thoſe greater joys the fathers nd, 

Within the breaſt of JesUs more abound : 

In this our great precedent he became, 

That we might imitate him in the ſame ; 

That we with patience do our trials bear, 

Whilſt militant on earth we ſubjects are ; 

Acting like men that verily. i 

They ſhall hereafter better things receive ; 
Knowing that thefe few infelicities, 

Will be return'd- in everlaſting joys, 

Think, then my ſoul, what thcughts you = 


 __ Fhave when 
This life's no more, and thou no more a man, 
That thought recall, O think it once again 
Then all theſe troubles will be paſt and gone, 
And then what pleaſures will be coming on! 
Then infinitely happy ſhall we be, | 
If we have done if not Oh infelicity-1 Fa 
The pleaſure of our fins will diſappear, . 
And nothing will ſurvive but guilt and fear ; 
Fear of our puniſhment that's then to come, 
And dread the day, the hated day of doom. 
Let you and I be to reflection brought, 
And carry in our mind this ſolemn thought ; 
Which certainly muſt then ſoon intervene, ... 
When death has chang'd this tranſitory ſcene,; 
That when we meet the ever bleſſed God, 
He may n receive us to his bleſt abode. | 


88 The Great Example: Or, 
rr N x h C 


On the Accidents happening after Chriſt; 
Reſurrection till bis Aſcenſion, 
a e n Nit bre 
RE R the third day's bright dawning light re- 
| turn 
While he preparing was his courſe to run, : 
A brighter fun by far began to dawn, 
"Whoſe beams unfolding uſhers in the morn ; 
That happy morn, man's languid hopes reviv'd, 
When JESsus from the dead arofe and liv'd : 
Freſh as the morning light the victor came, 
W hoſe conqueſts univerſal glory claim ; 
His light around the darken'd world did ſhine, 
W hoſe power beſpeaks its origin divine. 
His holy foul returns from paradiſe, 
From thoſe receptacles of leſſer joys ; 
Redintegrates again his fleſh and bones, 
Fills ev*ry vein with blood, heals all his wounds: 
Reſerving five as monuments to be, 
Convincing trophies of his victory. 
This viſit paid unto the grave and hell, 
Or manſions of abode where ſpirits dwell ; 
Whoſe cloſe inhabiters had ages been 
Priſoners of hope, no conſtant joys had ſeen ; 
But only glimmers of that brighter ray, 
They hop'd to ſee on great Meſſiah's day; 


Whok 
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Whoſe holy preſence did their hopes revive, 5 
And taught them how they ſtill, by hopes might 


live: 
So now he ſaw it time he ſhou'd return, b 
To bring them comfort who his abſence mourn; 
His holy mother waited for this day, 
She paſt in hope this interval away; 
Wrapt up in thought divinely ſoars above, 
Forgets her forrows in this ſcene of love. 
The | paſſion, death, the triumphs of her fon, J 
The vaſt advantage that accrues thereon c 
To man, were ſubjects fit to meditate upon. 
(O rare example to allay our grief, 
T' eſtabliſh hope, and give us great relief 5 
By this return his promiſe was fulfill'd, 
And on his ſermons preach'd his church will build. 
He re- eſtabliſn'd his apoſtles faith, 

Confirming that divinity he hath ; 
Inſtructs them in his holy myſteries, 
And of his kingdom makes diſcoveries ; 
Prepares them for the day of Pentecoſt, 
That great effuſion of his Holy Ghoſt. 
(hn ſet that ſpirit of grace tha on them fell, 

fill my foul, i its apprehenſions fwell 

With fuch a ſenſe of thy ſurpaſſing love, 
That it may all my difficulties move.) 
As by his ſeparation thus he gain'd, 
A triumph over hell, their pow'r reſtrain'd; | 
So in his reſurrection does he ſet | 
His foot on death, who to him muſt ſubmit :- 
Submit, be ſubject to his powerful will, 

And inſtrumental to his kingdom ſtill,  * 


9o De Great Example: Or, 
| 1 . 


Having fulfill'd this former promiſe made, 
And to the ancient ſeers this viſit paid; - 

He now prevents the day's moſt early dawn, 

And from the grave returns, or e er *twas morn, 
To comfort thoſe he knew afflicted were, 

For days of forrow long and tedious are, | | 
When years of comfort as a day appear. 

But God in love abbreviates the one, 

And ſends a double joy when ſorrow's gone: 
Now was that temple that the Jetus deſtroy'd, 
In fix and thirty hours rais'd employ d 
Made much more glorious than the firſt by far, 
For now tis agile, as the angels are, 

And cloath'd with beams of light immenſe and 


[clear, 
And tho' like Moſes, now he wore a veil, 
The greatneſs of his ſplendor to coriceal ; | 
That ſo he might converſe with men that be 
Still paſſible, without agility : 
Now might St. Thomas touch his wounded 645 
And with his fingers ev'ry hole divide; 
Now he might thruſt his hand in any part, 
And give him ws nam or pain, or ſmart. 


III. 


Thoꝰ thus che holy Ins did comply, 
And ev'ry expectation ſatisfy : 
Tho' he — to life at promis d hour, 
What forward faith cou'd have expected more? 
Yet love, th' inherent paſſion of the fair, 
Will for its object any danger ſharez 


Impatient 
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Impatient till it be of that poſſeſt, 

No eaſe is found, no quiet in the breaſt. 
Long had the Maries pious waiters been, 
After;his bloody cataſtrophe they'd ſeen ; 
Long at a diſtance watch'd his funeral pile, 
And there as chiefeſt-mourners wept a while; 
Their love and forrow ſolemnly expreſt, 

Till duty call'd *em to the ſabbath's reſt z 

The ſabbath then was a divine maid, 
Obedience to it claim'd a juſt demand; 

Divinely taught, wg more their duty prize, 
Than any voluntary ſacriſice: J 
They know that love was beſt expreſt and ſhown - 
In- duty, than in rhet'rick ſpeeches known: | 
Þ'ho' piety to ſuch a deed as this, 

Might plead excuſe, if they had been remiſs. 
In theſe you ſee both love and duty meet, - 
Center'd in God, O harmony compleat !_ 
Love ſtays t' adore, thus duty bound their feet. 
The day — lanctify d, the ſabbath paſt. 
Their ſtrong deſires preffing in as faſt ; 

Their maſter abſent, and by death remov'd, 

'T was time, they thought, to viſit him they lov'ds 
His mediate preſence was the thing deſir d, 
T he charming object that their fancy ird: 
They cou'd not wait till day's expected dawn, 

Or riſing ſun, perfection of the morn ; 

But tript it in the dark thro' hoary dew, 

No ſoftneſs in their ſex but love they knew ; - 

No womens fears at all in them appear'd, ö 
No guard or dangers of the morn they fear'd ; . 
But full of zeal they haſten to the tomb,  *-.- | 
With balm and ſpices, love the beſt oerfame 3 35 3 0 
Thus early ſeeking they were ſure to find, 

For all 3 they had left behind. 7 
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As light'ning ſwift in thunders they deſcend 


T he ſepulchre to watch, his ſervice to attend, 
Whoſe glories ſo affrighted Pilate's guard, 

They gladly quit their poſt, their watch and ward; 
Regardleſs of command, poſſeſt with dread, 

For better ſafety to the city fled. 

When ev'ry obſtacle was thus remov'd, 

'The women came to ſeek him whom they lov'd. 
Where looking 1 in, a ah | unexpected ſight, 

They ſaw, but twas two angels cloath'd in white; 
W hoſe bright amazing hue the guard had ſeen, 
Was now diſmiſs'd, and they appear'd ſerene : 
Sweet in their countenance, with words as kind, 
Temper'd with love, ſoon eas'd the womens mind; 
Doubtleſs they knew their holy maſter's will, 
Was good to miniſter, glad tidings tell. 

' Tho? true, a converſe of this nature 1 
Soon eaſe the mind, or give it ſome reſpite, 
Altho' it might diſperſe their anxious fears, 

Give them freſh courage, and diſmiſs their cares: 
Vet ſtill their wanted joy was not compleat, 
Cauſe they the Lord of angels came to meet; 
But found him not, till he was pleas'd t' appear, 
To Mary Magdalene, whoſe love and fear 

Had overwhelm'd her mind, and diſpoſſeſt 
Awhile all order from her pious breaſt ; 

Thus ſwallow'd up between theſe two extreme, 
As one diſorder'd in her ſenſes ſeem , 
Her joy was preſent, yet was not perceiv'd, 
She ſtood as of that power quite bereav'd ; 


| ._ Rake 


But mark | the God of power his guards I} 
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Like them who from their darker cloſets run, 
To ſtare and gaze upon the brighter ſun; 

Vet ſee not any beauties in that light, 

Cauſe it amazes, condenſates the fight ; 

But when her maſter called, oh ſurpriſe ! 

His wak*ning voice gave fight unto her eyes: 
She then perceiv'd and thought her joy compleat, 
She proſtrate fell, and ſtrove to kiſs his feet; 
Thoſe very feet ſhe waſhed with her tears, | 
And wiped dry with treſſes of her hairs ; 
Yet was deny d — (taught farther to obey) 
Till ſhe to others did the joy convey: 
Thus God does miniſter to ſome his good, 
Not that they greater in his favour ſtood, 

Or that they only ſhou'd enjoy the grace, 
Or ſenſible fruition of his face: 

But that they ſhou'd communicate the fame 
To others, that an equal joy may claim, 
That all n may extol, together bleſs his - 
[name, 
This done, the women joyfully return d, 
To ſee their Lord, whoſe abſence they had mourm d. 
Then all together they admitted were 

T' embrace their maſter, of his joy to ſhare: 

For God will have opportunities, 

Which he at other times, perhaps denies ; 

When he wouchſafes to give it, we rejoice, _ 
But if deny'd, we make his wiltour choice. 


Ar 


T 


Theſe bely n women reap'd the fruits of 8 
Their forward zeal their maſter did approve; 
By him they were efteem'd, to him endear'd, 
Before | the cloſe — were prefert'd: _ 

They 
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They have the firſt appearance of his face, 
- Becauſe they haſte to entertain a grace: =; 
Their love the Lord with love doth ſoon return, 
To make their weaker ſparks with fervour burn, 
Love, as the moraliſts have underſtood, 
Is a deſire of what we think is good; 
A-longing for, a wiſhing to poſſeſs, 
Whate'er the good 1s we think happineſs ; 
The want of which diſturbs the human ſoul, 
And then what thoughts within-the boſom rol! ! 
What doubts and fears poſſeſs the thoughtful breaſt, 
Until it be of what it loves poſleſt ! 
Too this ſoft paſſion, tenderneſs of mind, 
The female ſex by nature are inclin'd, 
And often love where the belov'd's unkind. 
The fancy fix'd, tis hard to be remoy'd, 
*Tis hard to hate the object once beloy'd. 
How on a ſudden doth an object ſtrike, 
Which they no ſoener ſee, but ſeem to like 
From liking love, and if not ſoon poſſeſt, 
How pants the heart, how throbs the tender breaſt 
But when this paſſion has religious views, 
As ſwift as thought the object it purſues ; 
When this their ſoft and pliant fancy fires, . 
With what affection they expreſs deſires 
From theſe good active women men may learn, 
How love divine did here as incenſe burn; 
Whoſe purer flame to heaven did aſcend, 
When all their paſſions on their Lord attend, 
Their eager. fancy being wholly plac'd, 
Was anſwer'd ſoon, and with acceptance grac'd. 


T hefe now believ'd,. becauſe the object lov d., 


*T was fervent zeal their tender nature movi'd ; 


While men are more reſerv'd and: more ſevere, 


As they more knowing and more wary are: 
n Who 
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Who ſometimes love, becauſe they cin believe, 
Believe *cauſe they can demonſtration give; 
But ſeldom do believe becauſe they love, 

That very rare ſuch underſtanders move. ' 
Tho' true, when love and great perceptions meet, } 
Then are religious paſſions moſt compleat, 

And make a faint, like an apoſtle great. 

It matters not by which we come to CHRIS, 
Nor by what arts our faith can here exiſt ; _ 
Whether by fancy, or ways more ſevere, 

So we can in our duty perſevere. 


VI. 


Nextunto Peter did the Lord appear, 
For he delights the penitents to chear, 
Tho? love and innocence are his delight, 
Yet tender to him is the heart contrite : 
Tho' John had folow'd even to hiz death, 
And ſeen him yield his laſt expiring breath ; 
By ſympathy his ſhare of grief had born, 
And never as St. Peter him foreſworn, - 
Yet Peter had the favour and the 
Of ſeeing firſt his bleſſed maſter's face; 
Some pious perſons have of old abſerv'd, 
Such favours were for penitents reſerv' d; 
They wanting more aſſiſtances of grace, 
Than thoſe more purer ſons of Mrum's race: 
Theſe needing ſuch defencitives gainſt ill, 
As proper guards to their depraved will; 
Inherent evils, and remanent ſins, 
Still tempt, tho? their repentances begins; 
Therefore has mercy grace for theſe in ſtore, 
And as they uſe it, he will add ſtill more. 


1 | VII. 
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The bleſſed Jzsvs hay now receiy'd, 
T he women's love, his Peter's fall retriev 4; 
Now puts himſelf between two pious Jeu, a 
As they to Emmaus the way purſues; 
With troubled ſpirits and a reeling faith, 
Whoſe ruins {till a ſmall foundation hath: 
To theſe he ſhews the great neceffity, . 
That CHRIST ſhou'd ſuffer thus, and after die; 
Jo them he does the ſcriptures now explain, 
Which ſhew'd that Jesvs ſhou'd ariſe again ; 
And taught *em not to eſtimate or ſcan, 
God's counſels by the ſhort deſigns of man; 
That we might vain conjectures lay aſide, | 
And only in the God of truth confide ; 


But all .® time he did with them converſe, 
They knew not him who did ſuch truths rehearſe; 
Till he was pleas'd to draw afide the veil, 

That did their knowledge of him here conceal ; 

He caus'd the optick nerves to move aright, | 
And gave their eyes their true perceptiye ſight ; 
Then had his words their E pow, rful turn, 


T' enkindle faith, and cauſe the heart to burn. 

Then ev'ry faculty his power feel, 

His brighter light © er darkneſs does prevail, 
When to a facrament he turn'd their common 
meal. J 
When to his words he added their kg 
It open'd their diſcerning, faculties ; _ | -- .. 
Then they. their Lord embodied. cou'd =” 115 
W hich tür d their) bs into an h 1 
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This repreſents to us when we are bleſt, | 
And are of theſe two inſtruments * poſſeſt; 

We want no other helps, nor ſigns do need, 

To know, t' enjoy, or on the Lord to feed, 


6 2 % SE 
VIII. 


But all his apparitions hither made, 
Was that a ſure foundation might be laid, 
On which the chriſtian graces might ſubſiſt, 
As did in their original exiſt; ö 
For the begetting faith, encreafing grace, 
As he in them ſtrong confidence did place. 
To build them up in fundamentals ſure, , 
That truth might in his church remain ſecure, a 
And be tranſmitted to ſucceeding ages pure. 
For this impertant end it was that he, 
Did chooſe a place, a mount in Gallilee; b 
Where they might witneſs this important truth, 
And vouch it to the world by word of mouth; _ 
1 Not only to diſſeminate its fame, 
But give it too an everlaſting name. 
For on this article our hopes are built, 
That JEsus has atoned for our guilt ; 
That he is riſen from the grave again, 
| And over that a conqueror does reign ; _ 
Who by the virtue gain'd by his atone, 
Exalted is unto his father's throne; 3 
And there procures ſupplies for all their needs, 
] Who for his grace and favour intercede 3 
hut if the dead ariſe not, we are then 
Moſt miſerable of the ſons of men : _ 
If in this life alone conſiſts our hope, 


Short is the proſpect, neaped is our ſcope ;. | 
His Word and Sacraments, 


"his 
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__ While we the preſent for the future quit, 
Tamely we ſuffer, tamely we ſubmit ; 

In hopes we fhall a greater joy receive, 
When Cer this duſt ſhall riſe again and live, 7 
We lay two gages to obtain this end, 
Our bodies we to mother earth Stand ; 
(Our ſouls into the boſom of our God) 
Till he ſhall raife them to his bleſt abode'; 
We lay them down in hopes again to riſe, 


To hear the trumpet found without ſurprize ; £104 


And as by faith in JESsVUs here we live, 
At death faith ceaſes, but our hopes ſurvive 
Then ' tis that both in hope do ſeparate, 


To meet again in a compleater ſtatem 


After a long and tedious dark ſome night, 
The body to its foul ſhall re-unite 
Tho! true it be; the-pleaſures ſhe —_—_ 
Without her body amply ſatisfies ;- 

Her joy as great enough to compenſate, -— 

For 21 her troubles in her mortal ſtate: 

Yet, becauſe ſhe cannot be glorify*d -- 
Without her body, cannot be deny'd'y 
They being of themſelves both incompleat, | 
W hile they re amerc d a time to ſeparate. 

As God hath nothing clear of this reveal d, 
So diff' rent notions have ſome time prevail'd ; 72 
Cancerning act al and compleated j Joys, 21h 
Or intermedial felicities, | 
Until the day our bodies are to riſe, 
T herefore on this our reſurrection, we 
Build all:our faith, and on its truth rely; 
This entertains our hopes, and ſatisfies 
For all our nat'ral -inconvenincies: . 
In which we're. by neceſſity engng d, - 
Fad for religion's ſake, a war is wag d. 
ILSS 1 | 
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But I conſider what I ſaid deore, * 
That holy writ inſtruets in nothing more, 
Than what concerns this life and that to come, 
The life of grace, and what's our final a 0 


Both in the body, not as ſeparate, e 

But as together, ſubſtances complet: 
For whatſoe'er is ſpoken of the ſoul. 
Conſiders it relates to man the whole: 
Not as it is the intellectual part, 118 b 4A 


A ſubſtance ſeparate, and nat the hearts 77 
Nor when it's from the body ſeparate, 
*Cauſe then its actions matt. be incompleat;; . 
But as they make together man the whale, + - 
Thus near relates the body to the ſoul; 
If thus it be the ſeparated ſtatve 
Whether of joys, or woes, are incompleat . of" 
The ſens' al parts ſhall moulder into * 25 
While the eſſentials are laid up in truſt. Y 
And therefore all theſe intermedial joys 8 


a *, 
+ ® 


And intermedial infelicities, 2 
Wou' d ceaſe to be, except our bodies riſe. TR 
For as they are, they, be but relative, 

And incompleat till that again ſhall live : 


Without this, we ſhou'd never perſons be, 
Nor reap the fruit of immortality ; 
But like to corn, that's ever in the blade, 255 
By fruitleſs. hopes deluded. and betray do- 
This by St. Poul was publickly confeſs d. 
And elegantly elſe where well e * 
Our life is paſſed, into cuſtody, 
Our oh is mund till it raiſed be. 


. - "Op - 
3 pas $4 $34.6 3p WO WOO Y 
X. «:: - * Ou 


38 


% % 2 7 
Saar 72 
b . + 
* 


The: Great Example : Or, 

Our ſpirits to celeſtiakmanſions fd. 
Are there-preſerv'd; by -angels viſited, - q 
But ftill our life with En Rs in God i is big. 
Hid as it were, not life fo properly, 
Till from the grave our bodies ſhallibe "oy ny 
Tilt then the man is dead, will dead remain, 
Till CRHRISH produces life to live again; 
Saint Jabn i pra this article of faith, | 
Hr underſtood it well, and thus he faith; | 

Tho' we are now indeed the ſons of God, 

And hope to live in his more bleſt abode; 
Jet it doth not appear what weſhall ves.” 

Till CuRISsT appears again in maje 

Then we ſhall know when he appears in bliſs, 
We ſhall be like dim, ſee him as he is. 

This middle ſtate is not to faith injoin d, 
Nor is our hopes the leaſt confin'd, 
For the reward is not till CMRIS r ſhall come, 
To judge the world, and fix its final doom; 

Till then the foul with angels can converſe; 

With them their ſongs of praiſe to God — 
With them have holy — with God, 
With them perceive the gli mpſe of his abode; 
Chant out their praiſes with a great deſire, 

And all' the footſteps of his rute ny 
Juſt as the holy prophets did of old, 

In dreams receive, dark myſteries unfold; | 
But this we cannot reckon any more, 
Than a bare entrance, or a waiting for 

That ſtate of things, that then ſhall be in plight 
For bodies unto fouls to re- unitG. 
Saint Paul does well this article define, 
Th' event, the order rarely does conjoin. 
But ye are eome to din s holy mount, 
e it can recount?) 
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-Unto the city of the liv ing God. 0 
Where he is pleas d to take up his abode; - i) - 
Jo that !Feruſalem which is above, - > |///! | of 
Whom all his el cannot chooſe: mtr {+ , 
To an innumerable company,, 
Of bleſſed angels, that united be 2 | 
To the aſſembly of the holy — $08 840 r 
Where none to mauger happineſs can lurch; 
To God the judge of all——what follows en ? 
To ſpirits perfect made, juſt, holy my 


To bodies re- united to the ſoul, aA 
Ent' ring 8 DE! which nothing can \controul. 
| X. hits Wealth. as 19 * 


When to thy wpoſites Jevvs did appekr;\ » W 
With comfortable words their -minds eben,; 
My peace Þ give, that bleſſing I impart | 701 
Alike to all, to cherifh'ev*ry heart; q 
According to thoſe promiſes he made 
He now a ſacerdotal power conuey d, 
Of reconciling fouk, in making peace, 
Retaining ſins, from — to give releaſe ar f me 0 / 
Conveying fo, that mercy he procurd, 15 
By virtue of that paſſion he endur d; 

That he might with eur weakneſſes ah 
And to our needs adminiſter ſupply 
He makes our brethren conduits of 8 1 
To miniſter to us both health and peace; 19 
So manifeſting to the world his powWõ r, 
Which he throꝰ theſe weak inftruments ae , 
(How gently doth his ſpirit now deſcend: . 
How doth it operate, 1 ee. 
How fweetly, how perſwrafivel Dns fc 
How eaſily the force of fin di Fic oy d 
Not as the law from Sina?s: n 0 
-:'So full of terror, that the people ſcar d; 
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Expreſs'd its greatneſs by the trumpets ſound, - 
And ruck with horror all its hearers round. 5 
But CHRIST intended miniſters ſhou'd' be 
Judges of conſciences, to counſel free” * - | 
The tender confeience in a thing abſtruſe; 2 
So make their Doctrines of eternal uſe, 

That we may go to heaven in that way 

fe has Napoli, and our guides Wk 


| XI. 
; When thus he had confirm'd his church's 
ach, 

| Which _ himſelf its conſtitution hath ; 
Appointing ſacerdotal perſons there 
To miniſter, unto his flock prepare; 
'To whom he gave a power to unlooſe, 
Them faſter bind that diſcipline refuſe. 
He had but one thing more on earth to do, 
And that was to ordain an ord*nance new ; 
A baptiſm, to waſh away that ſin 
Our father Adam had involv'd us in; 5 
A ſacrament his members, muſt receive, . 
T* evince the world they do his truths believe ; 
A ſolemn publication of the pact 
We enter'd in by ſuch religious at: _. 
That is, that we his doctrines will believe, 
His threat nings fear, his ſacraments receive, 

Upon his gracious promiſes rely, = 
And with his juſt commandments comply, "> 
Which he, on his part, ſurely will Enn 

If to his aws our Ads we conform; 
He'll EY on OTA, MF" 
And cleanſe us by the precious blood he ſpilt; 
If we perform the part we undertake,  - - 
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He promiſes withal his ſpecial grace, 
To crown our. labours with ſuccefs and peace; 
He will preſerve us from the ſtrengths of fin, 
And all the ſorrows they involve men in; 
He will deliver from the deyiÞ's power, | 
And keep, us in our laſt and dreadful hourz - 
He'll take our ſauls to his ſafe cuſtody, _ 
Till from the grave he does our bodies +. 33 
He'll make em fpirit'al=immortal—bright, 

Fit to inhabit in his kingdom's light, : 
And them unto the foul will re-unite  - + 
He'll beautify them both, admit them wher 
Eternal joys, eternal glories are ; 

All which to. do, his promiſe verify 

He viſibly afcended up on high, _ 

Into the boſom of the glor'ous 

Fo his incomprehenſible abode. 


2 I The Prayer. 

YN Holy and eternal IEsus! who haſt over- 

come death, and triumphed over all the 
powers of hell, darkneſs, ſin, and the grave; 
manifeſting the truth of thy promiſes, the power 
of thy divinity, the majeſty. of · thy perſon, the 
rewards of thy glory, and the mexcies and ex- 
cellent deſigns of thy evangelical kingdom ; by 
thy glorious and powerful reſurrection preſerve 
my ſoul from eternal death, and make me to rife 
from the death of ſin, and to live the life of 
grace; loving thy perfections, adoring thy mer- 
cy, purſuing the intereſt of thy kingdom, being 
united. to the church, under thee our head, con- 
forming to thy holy laws, eſtabliſhed in faith, 
entertained and m'd with a modeſt, humble, 
and certain hope, and ſanctified by — 
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that 1, engraving thee in my heart, 44 Labs: 
mitting to thee in my ſpirit, and imitating . 
thee in thy Agen example, may be partaker 
of thy reſurrection, which is my hope and my 
deſire, the ſupport of my faith, the object of my 
joy, and the ſtrength of my confidence. In 
thee, holy IEsUs, do I truſt; I confeſs thy 
faith, I believe all that thou "haſt taught; I 
deſire to perform all thy injunctions, and my 
own undertaking. My ſoul is in thy hand, do 
thou ſupport and guide it, and pity my infir- 
_mities ; and when thou ſhalt reveal thy great 
day, ſhew to me the mercies and effects of 
thy advocation, and interceſſion, and redemption. 
Thou ſhalt anfwer for me, O Lord, my God, 
for in thee have I truſted, let me neyer be 
confounded. * Thou art juſt, thou art merciful, 
thou art - gracious 'and compaſſionate ; thou haſt 
done miracles and prodigies of favour to me, 
and all the world; let not thoſe great actions 
and ſufferings be ineffective, but make me ca- 
pable and receptive of thy mercies, and then 1 
am certain to receive them. I am thine, O 
fave me; thou art mine, O holy Jzsus! O 
dwell with me for ever; and let me dwell 
with .thee, adoring and praiſing . the eternal 
SS. of _ the F — Son, agg * 
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